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Abstract
Morphology deals with the structure of words. The basic unit is the focus of study in morphology is
morpheme. The formal variants of a morpheme are called allomorphs of that morpheme. The variant
may be phonologically or morphologically conditioned. A morpheme may be a free or a bound form.
Alternatively we can say that a word consist of one or more than one morpheme. From the point of
view of its internal structure, a word may consist of (i) a root morpheme only (ii) a root and one or
more non root morpheme or (iii) more than one root morpheme. The non root morphemes are bound
forms and are generally referred to as affixes. Roots enter into further morphological constructions and
form a base while non-roots do not.
The objective of this study is to compare morphological analysis or word formation of Odia and Kui
language. The approach is data oriented and uses in general. The structuralist methodology has been
followed for the analysis of the data in the present work. Data was collected from the native speakers
through field visit to various Kui speaking areas.
Keywords: Morphology, morpheme, root, free and bound morpheme, inflection, derived,
compounding, reduplication, echo formation, contraction
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Introduction
Odisha is a land of many languages. Languages belonging to three distinct language families
are spoken in this state. Apart from Odia, the major languages, around 46 tribal languages are
spoken in Odisha. Many of the speakers know more than one language. According to the
2001 census the total population of Odisha is 36804660. In the language census report it is
clearly mentioned that the total Odia speaking population is 30563507, this is 83.04% of the
total population of Odisha. Under the tribal language population census report, in 2001 there
are 916222 speakers in the Kui language. Kui is the language of Kondh tribes. It is the most
popular tribal language in Phulbani (Kondhamal), Boudh, Koraput, Kalahandi, Rayagada,
Nayagarh, Ganjam, Gajapati, Nabarangpur, Sonepur, Angul and Dhenkanal district of
Odisha.
Kui (ISO639-3 Code ‘Kxu’) is a language spoken by Kondh or Kondha (/Kɔndhɔ/) tribe.
Majority of the Kui-speaking Kondhs live in the hilly and forested areas of South and central
Odisha especially in the undivided districts of Kondhamal, Koraput and Kalahandi. The other
language spoken by Kondhs is Kuvi which is very similar to Kui. Kondh people being an
underdeveloped tribal people, study of their language, society and culture draws a lot of
attention of academics, administration and other philanthropic agencies.
Linguistically, the Kondhs are divided into two groups, the Kui Kondh and the Kuvi Kondhs.
The Kutia Kondhs found in the Muniguda, Nayagarh, Boudh, Ganjam, Phulbani
(Kondhamal), G. Udayagiri and Bolangir regions, are said to speak the Kui dialect, while the
Kondhs found in the Nabarangpur, Narayan Patna, Kashipur, Kalyansinghpur, Rayagada and
Lakhimpur subdivisions speak Kuvi. But the Kondhs themselves say that they speak only
one language. Although they are aware of some lexical differences between Kui and Kuvi,
but it is the same language to them. This is reflected in the census return also.
Objective of the Present Study
The objective of this study is to present comparative morphological analysis of Odia and Kui
words in the language.
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At the first stage, a descriptive analysis of Kui language
spoken by Phulbani (Kondhamal) Kondhs is carried out by
analysis of primary data collected from informants and
through field trips. Kui belongs to the Central Dravidian
language family. It differs from other language in
linguistically, socially and culturally.
Kui is the language of the Kond (Khond or Khand) people,
who live mainly in the mountainous country that lies
between the river Mahanadi in Odisha and the North West
corner of the Visakhapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh. It is
one of the lesser languages of the greater Dravidian group,
displaying a very near kinship to Telugu, and preserving in
its grammar an essentially Dravidian formation largely
unaffected by Sanskrit or other alien element. Although
many of the Konds have lost their mother tongue and speak
Odia to Telugu instead, members of some other casts and
tribes especially those of the ‘Pan caste’, domicile among the
Konds have adopted Kui as their language.
It should be pointed out here that the Odia language, which is
the major language of the state, is surrounding the Kond
village on three sides. It is also the main linguistic medium in
educational, social, economical and religious spheres. Kui,
therefore, is borrowing words and other linguistic features
from Odia. In its district a large number of Odia words have
intermingled in the ordinary speech of the Konds. This
fluctuation is due to the amount of contact the hill-man has
with the Odia people. But generally speaking Odia influence
is more marked in the north and north east of the Kond
country than that in the south.
Though a script called ‘Kui Lipi’ has been developed, but
there are no available in standard literature. Therefore, it is
quite natural that it does not have any written literature.
Though certain translations of the Bible as a few school
books have been produced in present by missionaries and
certain interested bodies, they have written in the Odia script.
The Kondhs are scattered in so many different districts like,
Ganjam, Boudh, Phulbani (Kondhamal), Koraput, Rayagada,
Kalahandi, Bolangir, Nayagarh, Nabarangpur and Gajapati.

A clear difference of vocabulary and pronunciation in
various localities can be noticed as one travels through the
Kondmal in the south to Ghumusar and Udayagiri Taluka in
the east and then westward to the Baliguda Taluka. Though a
large number of words are commonly used in all parts among
the Kond people, principally there are two dialects, such as
(i) the eastern dialect spoken in Ghumusar and the
neighbouring areas and (ii) the south dialect spoken in
Ganjam, Koraput, Kalahandi, Kandhamal, and Boudh. But
according to Grierson northern Kui speakers have come
under the influence of neighboring Aryan speakers (that is
Odia language).

Census data: According to 2001 census data, the number of
Kui speakers was 916222, all of them residing in the state of
Odisha. They comprised 2.48% of the total population of the
state, numerically occupying the second place among the
language of Odisha.

Table 1: Census table

Works on Kui language
Schulze (1911) [17] published two books named Kuvi
grammar and vocabulary of the Kuvi-Kond language for
establishing the Kui language, both of the books contained
data which were a mixture of Kui and the Salur language
which was spoken in Koraput.
Some scholars have discussed that there are close affinities
between Kui and Telugu. Besides Kuvi Kond and Telugu it
has close relationship with the other Central Dravidian
languages like Gondi, Kolami, Naiki, Ollari, Gadba, Parji,
Pengo and Munda etc.
According to the 1891 census, number of the Kui speakers
was 627388. In 1928-29 Rev. W.W. Winfield estimated
45000 Kui speaking peoples were leaving at that time. He
published it in his books (i) a grammar of the Kui language
on 1928 and (ii) A vocabulary of the Kui language on 1929.
Dash (1981) worked on ‘the structure of Kui language’.
Pradhan (1998) [16] worked on Kui grammar for the
fulfillment of the need of school children
and
primary
teaches of Kandhamal area.
Penthoi, G. C. (2013) [15] worked on “A Contrastive Analysis
of Oriya and Kui”
Language Family of Kui Language
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Languages speaker
Kui
Decadal percentage increase

1981
521585
48.59%

1991
641662
23.02%

2001
916222
42.79%
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Methodology
The approach is data oriented and uses in general. The
structuralist methodology has been followed for the analysis
of the data in the present work. Data was collected from the
native speakers through field visit to various Kui speaking
areas.
Morphology
Morphology deals with the structure of words. The basic unit
is the focus of study in morphology is morpheme. The formal
variants of a morpheme are called allomorphs of that
morpheme. The variant may be phonologically or
morphologically conditioned. A morpheme may be a free or
a bound form. Alternatively we can say that a word consist

a) Inflection
Inflection is a morphological process by which words are
formed with the help of bound forms, which are called
inflectional affixes. Inflected words belong to the same formclass to which the root word belongs.
(i) Examples in Oriya

of one or more than one morpheme. From the point of view
of its internal structure, a word may consist of (I) a root
morpheme only (ii) a root and one or more non root
morpheme or (iii) more than one root morpheme. The non
root morphemes are bound forms and are generally referred
to as affixes. Roots enter into further morphological
constructions and form a base while non-roots do not.
1) Word formation
Word formation is concerned with those words which
comprise more than one meaningful component called
morphemes. The common morphological processes, which
are involved in word formation, are inflection, derivation,
reduplication, echo formation and contraction.

generally distinguished and they are compounding and
derivation.
(1) Compounding
Compounding is a derivational process in which a stem is
formed with two roots, the resultant stem belonging to the
form class of at least one of the constituent roots.
(i) Examples in Oriya

(ii) Examples in Kui

(ii) Examples in Kui

b) Derivation
Derivation is a morphological process, which is concerned
with the structure of the stems. In other words, word stems
are formed by derivation. Two types of this process are

(2) Derivation
Derivation is a process of word formation in which a stem is
formed with two roots or a root and an affix and the resultant
stem does not belongs to the form class of any of the
constituents.
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(i) Examples in Oriya

d) Echo formation
The partial repetition of a phoneme or syllable of the base
may be called an echo-formation. In other words if the initial
phoneme/syllable of the base is replaced by another phoneme
or syllable it has neither any individual occurrence nor any
meaning of its own. It may be called as echo-formation.
(i) Examples in Oriya

(ii) Examples in Kui

Both inflectional and derivational affixes are involved in
affixation. Depending on their position of occurrence with
respect to the root, the affixes are classified into prefixes,
suffixes and infixes. Prefixes precede the root, suffixes
follow it and infixes occur within the root.
c) Reduplication
Laurel J. Brinton in his structure of English: A Linguistic
Introduction (1991, p.91) defines “Reduplication is a process
similar to derivation, in which the initial syllable or the entire
word is doubled, exactly or with a slight morphological
change.” Reduplication is another morphological process in
which a part of a root or the root itself is added to the root.
This type of word formations is popular in Oriya language.
(i) Examples in Oriya

e) Contraction
Contraction is a process of word formation in which a
syllable is dropped from the root. In both Oriya and Kui
words are formed using different morphological process viz.,
inflection, compounding derivation, affixation, reduplication
and contraction. Both prefixes and suffixes occur in Oriya
and Kui. The prefixes are used to form derived adjectives,
verbal noun, agent noun, collective and reciprocals. The
suffixes denote gender, number, case, tense, aspect, and
mood. Examples are given below to illustrate the various
processes in Oriya and Kui.
(i) Examples in Oriya

2) Types of Word Formation
A word in a language is a minimum free form. A word may
be a simple compound or a complex word. A compound
word may be formed by the combination of two or more
simple words to form a new word. A complex word may be
formed by the combination of one free morpheme or a word
and one or more bound morphemes: sometimes two or more
bound morphemes combine to form a complex word.

2.1. Simple word
A simple word may be a noun, adjective, verb or an adverb
in both of Oriya and Kui. There are many simple words

which could be used both as noun as well as verb. Some
simple words in Oriya and Kui are given below.
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a) Both noun and verbs

b) Noun
For Examples

All the compounds are given below with a few examples
1. Noun + Noun compounds
(i) Examples in Oriya

Verb
For Examples

(ii) Examples in Kui

c) Adjectives
For Examples

2. Noun + Verb compounds
(i) Examples in Oriya

d) Adverb
For Examples

(ii) Examples in Kui

2.2. Compound word formation
The compound words may be formed by the following ways
(a) the combination of noun + noun; (b) the combination of
noun + verb; (c) the combination of verb + noun; (d) the
combination of adjective + noun.

3. Verb + Noun compound
(i) Examples in Oriya

(ii) Examples in Kui
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4. Adjective + Noun compounds
(i) Examples in Oriya

(iii) Examples in Kui (Verb + suffix)

(ii) Examples in Kui

3. Inflection
Words may be formed by inflection.
(i) For example Oriya

2.3. Derived Word Formation
Words are also formed by derivation. The derivations may
include prefixing, infixing and suffixing, as shown below
with illustrations.
1. Prefixing
(i) Examples in Oriya

(ii) Examples in Kui

(ii) For example Kui

3. Complex Words
The complex words may be formed by compounding or by
derivation. The compound word may have the sum of the
meaning of its components or may have meaning different
from the meaning of its components. The following
compounds have the sum of the meaning of their
components.
For examples

2. Suffixes
(i) Examples in Oriya (Verb + suffix)

However, there are few compounds where the components
have different meanings from the meaning of the
compounds. The components and the compounds are given
below.
For examples
(ii) Examples in Oriya (Noun + suffix)
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Conclusion
The aim of the study is a comparative morphological
description of Odia and Kui languages. Some important
differences of morphology in Kui mentioned below which is
not exhaustive rather than sketchy. Such points may be
considered as the findings of the present work.

20. Winfield WW. A vocabulary of the Kui language (Kui
English), Asiatic society of Bengal, Calcutta, 1929.

Findings
The word formation process of Kui is simpler than Odia
Language. Reduplication, Echo formation and contraction
process of morphology are not frequent in Kui language as
such as Odia Language. All other morphological processes
are same in both languages, although the number of
vocabulary of Kui language is very less. No doubt Kui is a
beautiful language.
Suggestions
Findings are not the ultimatum, many more findings may be
possible if further research done in such areas of study.
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