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Abstract
Horticulture is the branch of agriculture that deals with the art, science, technology and business of
growing plants. It is the study of plants. It includes the cultivation of fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds,
medicinal plants, mushrooms, algae, flowers, trees and plants. Horticulturists use their knowledge and
technology to improve the plant growth, yields, quality, and nutritional value, resistance to insects,
diseases and environmental stresses.
Horticulture has emerged as a growth oriented sector for agriculture which offers a wide range of
opportunities for crop diversification. In the state of Jammu and Kashmir, every district have some
comparative benefits and advantages in some specific fruits which is the result of different relief and
topography like soil fertility, soil matter, different geographic and environmental conditions. The aim
of the present paper is to analyze the district wise production of major fresh and dry fruits in Jammu
and Kashmir.
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Introduction
Jammu and Kashmir is northern most state of India. It is located mostly in the Himalayan
mountains and shares borders with the state of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab to the south. It
has an extent of 32°15′-37 °05′ N latitude and 72°35′-83°20′ E longitude. It has a total area of
2, 22,236 Sq. Km, out of which 78,114 Sq. Km is under the administration of Pakistan, 5,150
Sq. Km is handed over by Pakistan to China and 37,558 Sq. Km is under the administration
of China. In terms of area, it ranks 5th and is one of the largest state of India. Total population
of Jammu and Kashmir state is 14,280,373 (2017). In terms of population it ranks 19th all
over the India. The state consists of three divisions Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. The state
comprises of total 22 districts, 10 each in Jammu and Kashmir divisions and 2 in Ladakh
division. The main Kashmir valley is 100 Km (62 Sq. Miles) wide and 15,520.3 Sq. Km
(5,992.4 Sq. Miles) in area. This densely and beautiful valley has an average height of 1850
meters (60,70ft) above sea-level and the Pir Panjal range has an average elevation of 5,000
meters (16,000ft). The state has two capitals- Jammu is the winter capital and Srinagar is the
summer capital. (Hussain Majid: “Geography of Jammu and Kashmir”).
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Districts of Jammu and Kashmir
Agriculture is the main occupation of the people of Jammu and Kashmir. About 70% of total
population of state depends directly or indirectly on agriculture. Those who are working in
other industries also depend on agriculture for the requirement of raw material for their
production. All other industries are dependent on agriculture.
Horticulture in recent years has emerged as an important sector and growing sub sector of the
Jammu and Kashmir. It is known as backbone of the state economy. The estimated
percentage contribution of horticulture and allied sector to state gross domestic product is
about 21.89% for 2016-17 year (Economic survey 2015-16 J&K state).
The state provides a wide range of opportunities to the farmers for the cultivation of
horticultural crops such as apple, apricot, cherry, pear, peach, walnut, almond, mango and
guava etc.
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Research methodology
The present study is based on the secondary data. The main
sources of data collection include Economic survey,
statistical digest, government official records, books,
magazines, articles and Journals. The data has been
analyzed, arranged and interpreted through tabulation and
simple percentage method.
Objectives of the study
The present study has certain specific objectives.
1. To analyze the district wise production of major fresh
and dry fruits in J&K state.
2. To examine scientific tools to increase the production.
3. To give some suggestions for increasing the production
of horticulture sector.
Result and Discussion
Apple and walnut are the major products of Jammu and
Kashmir state, about 75% of apple and 90% of walnut
production in India comes from Jammu and Kashmir. Apple
is an extremely important source of nutritive diet. This
provides a major source of income and employment in
Kashmir valley. The production of apple and walnut and its
marketing all over the country as well as abroad has been
promoted directly or indirectly by several Govt. initiated
programmes and policies, for example price policy, credit
policy, Quality control and outright purchase etc. most of
the land available for horticulture is in Budgam, Shopian,
Anantnag, Pulwama, Kupwara and Kulgam. In the Jammu
and Kashmir state, different regions and areas have

dominance of some specific horticulture fruits which is the
result of varying topography, soil matter, soil fertility, soil
salinity, different environmental and geographical
conditions which result in diversification of horticulture
fruits among different regions and districts (Lone and Sen,
2014) [2].
The area under horticulture crops in the state has been
expanding as compared to the area under agriculture.
According to the horticulture department, the area under
major horticulture produce was 2.83 lakh hectares during
2006-07 in the state which increased to 3.25 lakh hectare in
2010-11. (Directorate of horticulture, J&K) [8].
The state is blessed with vast potential for all kinds of fruits.
Apple, Walnut, Cherry and Almond etc. are major fruits
grown in the state. As per horticulture census 1999-2000,
about 55% of the area is covered under Apple. It is
important in terms of production and provides the maximum
marketable surplus. During the year 2014-15, seasonal
variations coupled with floods of September, 2014 resulted
in loss to the horticulture industry. However, the increased
production yielded some good results and export worth Rs.
4500.00 crore was reported in 2014-15 as against Rs
5000.00 crores during 2013-14. 14.79 lakh (Mts) of fresh
and dry fruits was exported during the year 2015-16 valuing
of Rs 6000.00 Crores. (Economic survey of Jammu and
Kashmir State 2015-16) [12].
In Jammu and Kashmir State, district wise estimated area
under major horticulture crops and their production has
shown in Table 1.a and 1.b
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Table 1.a: District wise estimated area under major horticulture crops J&K 2016-17 (Area in Hectares).

Source: Directorate of Horticulture, Jammu and Kashmir
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Table 1.b: District Wise production under major horticulture crops in J&K state for the year 2016-17 (production in MTS)

Source: Directorate of Horticulture, Jammu and Kashmir

~ 339 ~

International Journal of Applied Research

The table 1.a and 1.b depicts that the estimated area under
fresh fruits for the year 2016-17 such as Apple is 162971
hectares, pear (14532) hectares and Apricot (6123) hectares
respectively. Similarly the estimated area under dry fruits
such as walnut (89339) hectares, peanut (414) hectares and
Almond (7107) hectares of land respectively. The total
production of fresh fruits in the state of Jammu and Kashmir
for the year 2016-17 such as Apple (1726834 Mts), Pear
(88329 Mts), Apricot (13598 Mts) and Peach (622 Mts)
respectively. The dry fruit production such as walnut
(266280 Mts), Peanut (86Mts) and Almond (6360 Mts)
respectively. The total fresh fruit production of Jammu and
Kashmir state for the year 2016-17 is 195935 (Mts). The
total production of dry fruits is 275629 (Mts). In terms of
production of Apple Baramulla (38005 Mts), Shopian
(237001 Mts) and Budgam (132329 Mts) ranks First,
Second, and Third respectively. Similarly in terms of
production of walnut Anantnag (41763 Mts), Kupwara
(37423 Mts) and Kulgam (25259 Mts) ranks First, Second
and Third respectively. (Directorate of horticulture J&K).
Area under fruits in Jammu And Kashmir State has
increased from 2.95 lakh hectares in 2007-08 to 3.38 lakh
hectares in 2015-16. The production is increased from 16.36
lakh (Mts) in 2007-08 to 24.94 Lakh (Mts) in 2015-16.
Conclusion and Suggestions
It has been concluded that the crop diversification has taken
place more in the Kashmir division in some districts like
Budgam, Shopian, Srinagar, Baramulla and Pulwama which
may attributed to the less average farm size than that of the
state. The production of major fruit is concentrated to few
districts which have locked the horticulture sector at low
level of equilibrium. The horticulture sector is mainly
concentrated towards few major fruits and their production.
Over the last few years, Apple production and productivity
both have increased. According to my survey, it is quite
possible to expand its production and its yield, if certain
steps will be taken into consideration such as marketing of
fruits, use of improved pesticides, fertilizers, irrigation and
well machinery etc. there are the major problems and
hindrances also in the way of fresh and dry fruits in some
districts. The department of horticulture are not keenly
watching the fresh and dry fruit fields neither informing the
people about the latest technology nor trained the cultivators
to improve the production and productivity.
To enhance the growth of horticulture sector diversification
should be the main focus in all the districts of the Jammu
and Kashmir state. However, state should not follow a
uniform policy for all the districts due to some
physiographic conditions and should take help from some
experts in this regard.
The state government should provide infrastructure to the
private investors to set up agriculture and biotechnology
research institutes for promotion of horticulture and
agriculture sectors. Proper marketing and storage facilities
should be provide to the fruit growers in the state. The
production of fruits should be based on the new high
yielding verities (HYVS) and comparative advantage.
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