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Abstract 

India's modern society has witnessed the country's split and liberation struggle. Indian English Poetry 

was in the midst of a transitional period that peaked in 1947. The purpose of this chapter is to provide 

an overview of contemporary Indian poets who write in English. In the late eighteenth century, there 

was a surge in demand for poetry. It was due to the emergence of a new society. In India, the 

Renaissance began with poets such as Henry Derozio. He rose to prominence as a famous Indian poet 

at the turn of the nineteenth century. His influence can be seen among India's younger and aspiring 

poets. He was influenced by Romantic poets and the French Revolution. As a result, old religious ideas 

in India were mocked and challenged. 
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Introduction 

This type of evolution takes time to mature and become accepted in society. It fades into 

history and is replaced by a new order. Nature is controlled by the cycle. What Germany and 

England were experiencing in the early seventeenth century, India was experiencing in the 

eighteenth century. This is one of the reasons why it may be claimed that India was in a 

moment of transition. Even after Derozio's death, his adherents continued to mock the old 

order. They were called as “Derozio men [1]”.  

They were the real iconoclasts of the society. Society acts like a mirror and everybody wants 

his image clean in that mirror. Due to this reason a person has several identities in the 

society. In form of a father he wants to have a clean image and in form of a son also he does 

not want to defame himself. Even in this tough situation modern poetry was taking birth in 

India. During this period “Hinduism” was ruling the Indian society and it was the reason that 

intellectual class started watching loopholes in this religion.  

It was a common reaction of men to find fault in religion because they were influenced by 

several revolutions of the world. It attracted “Christian missionaries [2]” to India. Their faiths 

and rituals were supported by the so called intellectuals because collectively they started to 

challenge the principles of Hinduism. My intentions are not to talk about religion and its 

principles but my intention is very clear that how modernism knocked the door in Indian 

society. It was the case with poets like Toru Dutt. She belongs to a rich family. Her father 

Govin Chunder Dutt was a respected man in Calcutta. Religion plays a pivotal role in her 

life. Later we will find that she was fascinated with Christianity. These poets looked society 

differently. Modernism in India gave a vision to these poets that this universe has been 

created by God and it was gifted to man to enjoy and admire the creation of the almighty.  

Thus, human beings should not create any hurdle in enjoying the beautiful creation of the 

God. This is one of the reasons that modern poets of India kept on ridiculing the orthodox 

society of India. The finest examples of such poets are Nissim Ezekiel and Keki. N. 

Daruwalla. Though people say that Ezekiel is an outsider but I am hardly concerned about 

this. Whenever I read the poems of Ezekiel I feel that he is a real Indian because his words 

are special and it appeals to my senses. Keki N. Daruwalla is another poet who is known for 

his own philosophy. His understanding of religion is different from Ezekiel. Critics and 

scholars have different views regarding the poems of Daruwalla.  

He is popularly known as a “landscape poet [3]” because his style of writing is subjective. It is 

not a spontaneous overflow however his emotions are powerful. It is not an easy task to 

compare the emotions of Daruwalla with Ezekiel. Both are emotional in appeal but their 

intentions are different. It is one of the reasons that they are successful in stirring the heart  
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and mind of their readers. In this chapter I am not going to 

compare these two poets as this chapter intends to present 

modern Indian poets in English. Modern Indian evolved 

greatly with poets like Rabindranath Tagore. Chiefly he is a 

Bengali writer but Indian English literature is incomplete 

without his name. His understanding of the world was 

natural and it is one of the reasons that he got Nobel Prize in 

Literature in 1913 for his masterpiece “Gitanjali [4]”.  

It has already been said that for India it was a period of 

transition. Tagore was a kind of person who believed in 

world citizenship. This is one of the reasons that he is 

celebrated not only in India but in the world. He has a 

special place in the world literature. His concept of 

nationalism is that a person should love his country but it 

does not mean that he should hate other countries. Love and 

compassion never teaches us to hate and it cannot be 

supported by any religion. Tagore was surrounded by 

aristocratic culture but he always believed in simplicity. He 

was a person who wanted recognition for every individual. 

It seems that heredity and environment influenced him a lot. 

That is why he was a naturalist and academicians love to 

follow his foot prints.  

His poems like The Crescent Moon, The Gardener have 

been admired the most. Dr. Edward Thompson has 

remarked about him that he represented an age. He has 

taken Indian literature to a new height. Poets like W.B.Yeats 

and May Sinclair were greatly moved by his writings. 

W.B.Yeats has accepted that he was influenced by the 

writings of Tagore. He used to study the translations and 

poems written by Tagore in restaurants and omnibuses and 

it moved him a lot. His way of thinking and philosophies of 

life is so unique and Yeats was amazed that how deeply a 

man can think. When Plato said that a poet imitates his 

surroundings and for this reason poets are not good for the 

society then people were bound to think about the potential 

of a poet. It is right that what a poet writes is twice moved 

from the reality but it is also right that a man must have 

visions to understand his surroundings.  

Tagore was a kind of poet who had visions and he talked 

about his visions. He was not only a poet but he wrote 

different plays also. Sri Aurobindo adds new flavor in 

Indian English Poetry. He has written several poems 

dedicated to mother India and his disciples followed him 

blindly. His life was very tough because he followed the 

dictates of Hinduism. By doing so he was spiritually active 

but not orthodox. He had democratic thoughts and this is 

one of the reasons that he is admired even today. I have read 

few lines of his poem entitled The Children of Wotan 

published in 1940. By reading this poem I was compelled to 

think that mother India has given birth to gems. His writings 

are divine enough to encourage the people who are ignorant. 

Few lines from the poem are worth quoting here- 

 

“Where is the end of your armoured march, O children of 

Wotan? 

Earth shudders with fear at your tread, the death-flame 

laughs…” 

 

These lines remind me of Pablo Neruda who was vibrant 

and dynamic. His writing style was unique and one of the 

special features of his poetry is that his objects and 

subjectified. He wrote a poem Ode to Tomatoes and in this 

poem his ideas are connected to nationalism. Tomatoes are 

seen beautifully as an object associated with nationalism. It 

is interesting to find that religion and nationalism has 

shaped the poets not only in India but in the whole world. 

Indian sub-continent is a little bit different because of its 

ideals.  

Let me talk about India where we have seen the poets like 

Tagore and Sri Aurobindo. Their life style was totally 

different. Their understanding of poetry was also different. 

It seems to me that innocence and experience fuses together 

in their poems. William Blake once admitted that no 

progress can occur without criticism or contrary. He was 

right because he was experienced. His songs of innocence 

and experience have taught the world that how Christ can be 

as violent as a tiger and as benevolent as a baby.  

This is the beauty of a poet which Plato failed to recognize. 

A poet can create magic through words. Plato never 

believed on magic and he said that the works of poetry is 

twice removed from originality or reality. W.B.Yeat’s and 

William Blake’s poems are full of visions which create a 

boundary line between real and virtual world. Indian poets 

such as Sri Aurobimdo, Tagore, Sarojini Naidu, Nissim 

Ezekiel and Keki N. Daruwalla along with some other poets 

are vivid example of complexity. In their poems we can 

notice that there is a philosophy which stands between the 

real and the virtual world. Tagore said men to hold their 

head high in spite of problems in life but in reality it is 

difficult to rise in adverse situation.  

This is one of the reasons that Blake said that contraries are 

necessary to mark progress in life. Scholars and critics agree 

on a point that adversities break the courage of some men 

but these are the same adversities which make them bold 

enough to break records. These adversities make men strong 

and courageous. Ezekiel is a fine example of such boldness. 

In spite of several arguments that by race he is an outsider 

he kept on asserting that he is as Indian as some others. He 

never accepted what critics and scholars asserted for him. 

Modernism in England opened gate for women and there 

were equal opportunities both for men and women. Modern 

Indian English poets are aware of such opportunities. This is 

one of the reasons that there are equal opportunities both for 

men and women in India also.  

Poets like Sarojini Naidu write for equilibrium. She is 

courageous enough to speak about her life. It seems that she 

is the spokesperson for all the women who aspire to tell the 

world that what a woman wants. It is interesting to notice 

that it was the question which was asked by wife of Bath. 

She was a famous character created by Chaucer.  

It is also interesting to find that Chaucer has himself 

answered the question that it is all about sovereignty. A wife 

or a lady always wants her lover her own subject. It can be 

found in Elizabethan period also when poets like Sidney and 

Spenser wrote about the character of a lady. In Astrophel 

and Stella Sidney writes that the beloved is like a guiding 

star for her lover. The beloved was always seen like a 

master while the lover followed her like a slave. It was the 

tendency during Elizabethan period. In India the condition 

was different.  

During that time and even today there are special place for 

ladies in our society. A beloved is compared to a deity in 

India and people think about them that they are shy to 

express their love in public. It is one of the reasons that in a 

typical patriarchal society ladies are given less chance to 

express themselves. They also want complete dominance 

over their lover but they are never granted this complete 

dominance. As a result they are subjected to loneliness. 
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They feel alienated and repressed. Poets like Sarojini Naidu 

understand this kind of agony and she expresses it 

successfully through her writings. In modern India the story 

was similar but the circumstances were different. During the 

time of partition several women were abducted raped and 

killed and it was also expressed by several writers.  

In Indian poetry we have never seen such blunt expression 

that what a woman want? She has always been treated as an 

object. She certainly wants to be treated like a human being. 

Forceful intercourse in form of rape and mutilation has 

shaken the mentality of women over a period of time. She is 

scared to speak in front of public and people take it for 

granted. They think that women are weak but in modern 

India such thinking were challenged and it was the demand 

of time.  

I have mentioned these two critics to prove that writing 

idealized form of nature apart from realism was not 

common to Indian Poets. However, there are some critics 

who also say that Nissim Ezekiel was an outsider. Ezekiel 

was charged for this because of his race. His writings prove 

that he always wrote about Indian life. Thus, he succeeds in 

proving that he was an Indian and his name glitters in the 

whole canon of Indian English Poetry. In the present chapter 

I have also mentioned that poets used to invoke deities for 

blessings and making their poetry immortal.  

Either it is Greek Poetry or English Poetry we have seen that 

writers and poets used to invoke their deities. Milton is the 

most famous poet who wrote about the justification of God 

that why men are mortal. He wrote Paradise Lost to prove 

his points. It is considered as an epic. Indian poets were not 

so courageous to write upon such subjects because they 

were scared of time. In the colonial atmosphere there was 

hardly any time to write about the ways of the almighty. 

Sarojini Naidu wrote in Village Song- “Ram re Ram! I shall 

die [5]”.  

I read this poem in my school days and I was astonished that 

I utter the same God when I find myself surrounded by 

problems. It is the Indian life where everybody has his own 

problem. We use to utter our God in problems only whereas 

other poets invoked God at the starting of their work. When 

I was submitting the progress report of the present chapter to 

my guide Punita Ma’am then she told me that I was not 

correct Indian poets have written on spirituality and invoked 

our Gods and Goddesses and this is one of the reasons that 

our mythology is vast. However let us not go in detail about 

this issue because it is the subject of independent research 

work. My intention is to compare the West and the East in 

terms of literature. Indian English writers have evolved in 

modern period whereas Britishers have a wide history.  

 

Conclusion  

If we talk about poetry in India we will not be wrong saying 

that our poetry is as ancient as Vedas. Here comes the role 

of translation because we cannot avoid it in our survey of 

the present article. Kalidasa, Kabir, Vidyapati and the list is 

long contributes in shaping Indian Literature. It is a matter 

of pride that their works have been translated in different 

languages. Chaucer also did the same thing. Dryden and 

Pope have also translated several Greek and Italian works in 

their own language. Thus, it becomes clear that we cannot 

avoid the works of translation and the survey will be 

incomplete without mentioning translation literature. It is 

also a fact that translating a poem in different language 

cannot evoke the same emotion and feeling which the poet 

wants to be evoked. Language is a barrier in understanding 

such emotions but it has also been said that no language can 

act like a barrier in understanding human emotions.  

 

References 

1. Iyengar, KR Srinivasa, Indian Writing in English, 

Sterling Publishers, New Delhi; c1962. p. 41. 

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gitanjali 

3. Naik MK. A History of Indian English Literature, 

Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi; c1982. p. 150. 

4. The Indian Journal of English Studies. New Delhi. 

1996-97;(35):27 

5. https://www.poetrynook.com/poem/village-songs  

https://www.allresearchjournal.com/

