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Abstract 

This research study delves into the persistent challenges posed by corruption despite the collective 

efforts of stakeholders, which hinder development and diminish public trust. This study also analyzes 

the intricate facets of corruption, including bribery, nepotism, and embezzlement, as well as the 

structural deficiencies that perpetuate its prevalence. Moreover, the research study emphasizes the 

significant obstacles that impede the effectiveness of anti-corruption initiatives, such as inadequate 

legal frameworks, bureaucratic inertia, and societal acceptance of unethical behaviors. It discusses the 

complexities involved in navigating through deeply rooted networks of patronage and vested interests 

that obstruct meaningful reform endeavors. 

Nonetheless, the study also sheds light on promising developments, such as the rise of anti-corruption 

movements, judicial activism, and technological advancements that enhance transparency and 

accountability. This study advocates for a comprehensive strategy that integrates legal reforms, 

institutional capacity building, and civic participation to bring about systemic transformation. While 

recognizing the magnitude of the challenge, the research study asserts that achieving a corruption-free 

society in India is a feasible but gradual process that demands unwavering dedication, political resolve, 

and societal engagement. By promoting a culture of honesty and upholding the principles of justice, 

India can work towards realizing this ambitious goal, paving the way for a fairer, more inclusive, and 

prosperous future. 
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Introduction 

Corruption has been a widespread problem in India for a long time, causing harm to the 

country's development and undermining public confidence. Tackling corruption is a complex 

task that requires dealing with various interconnected factors, including systemic, cultural, 

and socio-political issues. This study seeks to highlight the difficulties and possibilities in 

fighting corruption in India, supported by relevant data, and emphasizes the importance of 

implementing lasting reforms to promote a society free from corruption.  

According to Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2020, India 

ranks 86th out of 180 countries, with a score of 40 out of 100, indicating a significant 

corruption problem. The detrimental impact of this issue is felt across various sectors, from 

public administration to law enforcement, business transactions, and even access to basic 

services such as healthcare and education. One of the primary challenges in combatting 

corruption in India is the presence of deep-rooted systemic issues. The complex bureaucracy 

and cumbersome administrative processes present ample opportunities for corrupt practices. 

The 2021 Ease of Doing Business Index ranked India at 63 out of 190 countries, reflecting 

the need for streamlined processes and reduced bureaucracy to mitigate corruption risks. 

Cultural factors also play a significant role in perpetuating corruption. The existence of a 

'corruption culture' normalizes unethical practices, making it challenging to foster a society 

that promotes transparency and integrity. Additionally, political and institutional challenges 

pose obstacles to reform efforts. The presence of political corruption and the influence of 

money power in elections can impede the enactment of comprehensive anti-corruption  
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measures. Strengthening governance structures, bolstering 

the independence of regulatory bodies and enhancing 

accountability mechanisms are essential steps in addressing 

this challenge. Despite these challenges, there are promising 

prospects for combatting corruption in India. The 

government has launched several initiatives, such as the 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) and the Digital India 

campaign, aiming to reduce corruption by embracing 

technology and promoting transparency in economic 

transactions. The use of digital platforms, e-governance, and 

online services can minimize opportunities for corruption 

and enhance accountability. Furthermore, civil society 

organizations, media, and whistleblowers have played 

crucial roles in exposing corruption scandals, increasing 

public awareness, and putting pressure on authorities to take 

action. The Right to Information Act has empowered 

citizens to demand transparency and access to information, 

acting as a catalyst for greater accountability. 

The road towards a corruption-free India may be 

challenging, but the prospects for positive change are 

evident, backed by relevant data and the collective 

determination to foster a more transparent and equitable 

society. 

 

Meaning of corruption 

Corruption is an indissoluble association with deceitfulness, 

manipulation, and the misuse of authority. It denotes the 

wrongful utilization of power or resources for personal 

benefit, frequently at the detriment of others. Corruption 

takes on diverse manifestations, including bribery, 

misappropriation of funds, favoritism, and nepotism, and it 

can transpire within both the public and private domains.  

Corruption weakens democracy and the rule of law by 

eroding people's trust in government institutions. When 

those in power engage in corrupt activities, they prioritize 

their own interests instead of serving the public, which 

breaks the social agreement between citizens and the state. 

As a result, corruption breeds a culture of cynicism and 

apathy among the populace, who may come to view 

government officials as inherently corrupt and self-serving 
[1]. 

 

Historical Background 

Corruption has been a long-standing problem in India, 

dating back to ancient times. The Arthashastra, written by 

Chanakya, a philosopher and statesman in the Mauryan 

Empire, highlighted corruption and bribery as common 

issues in society. This shows that corruption was recognized 

as a problem in ancient India [2]. Moreover, corruption was 

widespread in the Mughal court, as the nobility competed 

for power and influence through giving gifts and favors to 

the emperor and his advisors. The tradition of 'nazrana' 

involved offering expensive gifts to the emperor in return 

for land or titles, which allowed the nobility to maintain 

their status and increase their wealth. This patronage system 

resulted in a culture of favoritism and nepotism, where 

loyalty and personal relationships were prioritized over 

merit or skills when filling positions of authority.  

During the medieval period, corruption was a prevalent 

issue in our country. Alauddin Khilji, the Sultan of Delhi 

from 1296 to 1316 A.D., had to address this problem by 

increasing the pay of revenue staff and implementing closer 

supervision to combat corruption within the revenue 

administration. However, corruption resurfaced after his 

reign. Subsequent rulers such as Sher Shah (1540-1545 

A.D.) and Akbar (1556-1605 A.D.) also took steps to ensure 

a corruption-free revenue administration [3]. The extent of 

corruption, nepotism, injustice, and atrocities committed by 

officials of the East India Company in India was highlighted 

by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Among the British officers in 

India, Robert Clive (1725-1774 A.D.) was known for his 

corrupt practices. Corruption has continued to be a deep-

rooted issue in our country and other nations since the 

Second World War. 

 

Corruption in Independent India 

Following India's independence in 1947, corruption swiftly 

emerged as a pervasive issue. The newly established 

government faced the daunting challenge of reconstructing 

the economy and establishing a functional democracy. 

Nevertheless, corruption rapidly permeated multiple facets 

of society, encompassing politics, business, and the 

judiciary. 

The "Jeep Scandal" of 1948 stands as one of the earliest 

manifestations of corruption in post-independence India. 

During this scandal, V.K. Krishna Menon, who served as 

the Defence Minister at the time, faced allegations of 

accepting bribes in return for procuring jeeps for the Indian 

Army [4]. This particular incident shed light on the emerging 

culture of corruption that was gradually permeating through 

the nation's institutions. An evident illustration of corruption 

during post-independence India can be seen in the "License 

Raj" system, which operated from the 1950s until the early 

1990s [5]. This system required businesses to acquire 

licenses from the government for various activities such as 

establishing a factory or importing raw materials. The 

bureaucratic procedures were filled with excessive 

regulations and opportunities for bribery, resulting in 

inefficiencies and hindering economic progress. The 

License Raj system ultimately fostered a culture of 

corruption, with politicians and government officials 

soliciting bribes in return for granting licenses.  

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, frustrated by the widespread 

corruption permeating every aspect of government and 

society, made a bold declaration to execute every corrupt 

individual by hanging them from the nearest lamp post. 

However, despite his near-absolute authority in the country's 

government, he failed to take decisive and effective actions 

to align his rhetoric with tangible results. In 1954, esteemed 

economist Nicholas Kaldor estimated that the aggregate sum 

of illicit funds, commonly referred to as black money, 

circulating within our nation amounted to approximately Rs. 

14,000 crore. This staggering amount alone could have 

single-handedly financed a five-year plan [6]. 

The Bofors scandal, which occurred in the late 1980s, stands 

as one of the most notorious instances of corruption in post-

independence India. This scandal revolved around 

accusations of illicit payments made to Indian politicians 

and officials in return for granting a contract to procure 

Howitzer guns from a Swedish arms producer. As a result, 

the reputation of the then Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, was 

severely tarnished, triggering a wave of public anger and 

indignation [7]. The Bofors scandal served as a stark 

reminder of the pervasive corruption within Indian politics, 

emphasizing the urgent necessity for more robust measures 

to combat this issue. 

Political corruption in India has remained a significant 

challenge since the country's independence in 1947. 
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Although corruption has been a part of Indian society for a 

long time, it has become especially widespread in the 

political arena, where politicians and government officials 

often prioritize personal gain over serving the people they 

are supposed to help. The 2G spectrum scandal, which 

emerged in 2010, stands as a prominent illustration of 

political corruption in India. This scandal exposed the 

collusion between government officials and 

telecommunications companies in the allocation of 2G 

mobile spectrum licenses at rates below the market value. 

Consequently, this unethical practice resulted in a staggering 

loss of over Rs. 1.76 lakh crore to the exchequer [8]. The 

involvement of numerous influential politicians and 

business leaders in this scandal sparked a wave of public 

outrage and demands for comprehensive reform. 

In 2005, Transparency International conducted a study 

which revealed that over 62% of individuals in India had, at 

some stage, resorted to paying a bribe to a public official in 

order to accomplish a task. Subsequently, in 2008, another 

report indicated that approximately 50% of Indians had 

personally encountered situations where they had to either 

offer bribes or utilize personal connections to avail services 

from public offices [9]. 

In recent times, numerous significant scandals implicating 

high-ranking public officials have rocked the Indian public 

sector. These scandals have highlighted the widespread 

nature of corruption within the system. Several notable 

fraudulent activities have taken place in India over the last 

years- 

Satyam Scam (2009), Commonwealth Games Scam (2010), 

Vyapam Scam (2013), Saradha Scam (2013), PNB-Nirav 

Modi Scam (2018), Coal Allocation Scam (2012) (Cost - 

186000 Crores), Adarsh Housing Society Scam (2010), 

Telgi Stamp Paper Scam (2003), LIC Housing Finance 

Scam (2010), Madhu Koda Scam (Cost - 4000 Crores), and 

so on. 

India's consistent poor ranking in terms of corruption is 

evident from Transparency International's Corruption 

Perceptions Index. In 2020, India secured the 86th position 

out of 180 countries, with a score of 40 out of 100, 

indicating a significant level of perceived corruption [10]. 

This data serves as a stark reminder of the widespread 

prevalence of corruption in India and its detrimental effects 

on the nation's progress and governance. 

 

Major causes of Corruption in India 

The absence of transparency and accountability within the 

governance structure of India is a significant contributing 

factor to the prevalence of corruption in the country. The 

opaque nature of the government system, coupled with a 

lack of effective oversight mechanisms, has allowed 

corruption to thrive without restraint [11]. Political parties 

and government officials often operate in secrecy, shielding 

their actions from public scrutiny and evading 

accountability. This environment of secrecy provides fertile 

ground for corrupt activities to take root, as individuals are 

emboldened to engage in corrupt practices with little fear of 

repercussions. Furthermore, the intricate bureaucracy and 

convoluted regulatory framework in India create 

opportunities for corrupt individuals to exploit loopholes 

and manipulate the system to their advantage [12]. Moreover, 

there are several additional factors that contribute to the 

prevalence of corruption. 

1. Human nature and the consumerist culture of the 

society: Human nature has always been seen as 

naturally self-interested and easily tempted. The 

longing for power, wealth, and status can often cloud 

people's judgment and push them towards engaging in 

corrupt actions [13]. In India, where social hierarchies 

and inequality are deeply rooted, pursuing personal gain 

at the expense of others is often viewed as a way to 

survive or progress. This mindset is evident in both the 

private and public sectors, where individuals may resort 

to corrupt practices to secure better prospects or 

safeguard their own interests. Furthermore, the 

prevalence of consumerism in Indian society has 

worsened the issue of corruption [14]. The constant 

desire for material wealth and belongings has shaped a 

society where success is frequently linked to the ability 

to obtain goods and services regardless of the 

consequences. This mindset has influenced all segments 

of society, prompting individuals to prioritize their own 

interests over others and resort to corrupt actions in 

order to attain their desired lifestyle. 

2. Lack of Ethics and Moral values: The decrease in 

moral values and ethics in India can be linked to several 

reasons. These include the weakening of traditional 

social systems, fast urbanization and industrialization, 

and the breakdown of family and community 

connections [15]. Additionally, the impact of western 

culture and consumerism has influenced the attitudes 

and behaviors of Indians, resulting in a society that is 

more focused on material possessions and self-interest. 

These changes in society and culture have contributed 

to a sense of entitlement and a lack of concern for the 

welfare of others, which has ultimately fueled 

corruption in India. Bribery and nepotism are 

widespread issues in India, seen in various aspects of 

daily life such as getting a driver's license, finding a 

job, or receiving healthcare. Many Indians feel the need 

to offer bribes or use personal connections to navigate 

through bureaucratic processes or receive special 

treatment. This unethical behavior has become a norm 

in Indian society, with some even considering it 

acceptable. 

3. Absence of effective anti-corruption measures: A 

significant factor contributing to corruption in India is 

the inadequacy of efficient anti-corruption strategies. 

Despite the presence of legal frameworks and 

organizations dedicated to fighting corruption, there is a 

noticeable absence of determination from political 

authorities to implement them effectively. The 

implementation of anti-corruption legislation frequently 

lacks strength and efficacy, enabling corrupt individuals 

to act without fear of consequences. Moreover, 

corruption inquiries and legal actions are frequently 

sluggish and ineffective, exacerbating the prevalence of 

corrupt practices within the nation [16]. Consequently, 

corruption is allowed to thrive, eroding the legal system 

and nurturing a corrupt environment in India. 

4. Close relationship between political parties and 

business interests: The intimate connection between 

political parties and business interests stands as a 

significant catalyst for corruption in India. It is a 

prevailing practice for corporations to offer donations to 

political parties in return for favorable treatment or the 

opportunity to secure government contracts [17]. This 

reciprocal arrangement fosters a pervasive culture of 

corruption, wherein individuals with financial resources 
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can effortlessly manipulate political choices to advance 

their personal agendas. Moreover, in India, political 

parties frequently function as familial enterprises, 

wherein a small group of individuals holds the reins of 

power and influence. This hereditary approach to 

governance can foster nepotism and cronyism, as 

leaders appoint their relatives and trusted allies to 

influential positions without considering their 

qualifications [18]. Consequently, this absence of 

transparency and merit-based selection perpetuates 

corruption within the political framework. 

5. Less salary paid to government employees: In an 

economy plagued by high inflation rates, the inadequate 

salaries received by government employees often drive 

them towards engaging in corrupt practices. It is 

noteworthy that individuals graduating from prestigious 

institutions such as IITs and IIMs, despite lacking 

experience, command significantly higher salaries 

compared to numerous IAS and IPS officers [19]. 

 

Consequences 

Corruption has been a widespread problem in India for a 

significant period of time, leading to harmful effects on the 

entirety of society. Corruption in India not only results in 

financial losses but also leads to a significant decline in 

public trust towards government institutions. Continuous 

exposure to news about corrupt politicians and officials can 

cause citizens to lose faith in the government's ability to 

represent their interests. Consequently, this can result in 

widespread apathy and reduced civic engagement, as 

individuals feel marginalized and unheard. The erosion of 

trust in government institutions can further fuel cynicism 

and weaken the democratic foundations of the country. 

Ultimately, this can have detrimental effects on society, 

making it challenging for the government to adequately 

address the needs of its people [20]. Moreover, the impact of 

corruption in India extends to a significant toll on human 

lives, as it redirects crucial resources from vital services like 

healthcare, education, and infrastructure. When corrupt 

individuals misappropriate funds intended for the public 

welfare, it creates a deficit in resources that directly affects 

the most marginalized segments of society. This can be 

exemplified by the insufficient allocation of funds for 

healthcare, leading to substandard medical facilities and 

equipment, consequently causing preventable illnesses and 

fatalities [21]. 

Moreover, corruption acts as a hindrance to the economic 

growth and development of India. Research has indicated 

that nations with elevated corruption levels often experience 

decreased foreign investment and diminished economic 

competitiveness [22]. Corruption erects obstacles for 

businesses to enter the market, distorts the functioning of 

market mechanisms, and weakens the enforcement of legal 

regulations, thereby impeding economic advancement and 

obstructing poverty alleviation endeavors. Additionally, the 

improper allocation of resources resulting from corrupt 

practices exacerbates income inequality and perpetuates 

social disparities within the society [23].  

Corruption exacerbates the wealth gap by enriching the 

affluent and further impoverishing the underprivileged, 

leading to social discord and animosity between the 

privileged and the marginalized in society. Despite the 

provision in electoral regulations allowing individuals from 

all economic backgrounds to run for office, the reality is that 

very few honest candidates, who lack financial resources, 

can successfully compete against opponents who have 

substantial funds to invest in election campaigns and voter 

bribery. Consequently, as aptly noted by Nani A. Palkhivala, 

the primary dilemma facing India is the absence of its most 

capable and principled individuals in politics, as they face 

significant challenges in getting elected due to the corrupt 

nature of the political landscape [24]. 

In conclusion, the repercussions of corruption in India are 

extensive and significant, affecting every facet of society. 

To effectively tackle corruption, collaborative endeavors 

must be made to enhance institutions, advocate for 

transparency and accountability, and cultivate a sense of 

integrity among public servants and politicians. It is only 

through addressing the fundamental reasons behind 

corruption that India can achieve its complete potential for 

social, economic, and political progress. 

 

"Strategies for Fighting Corruption: Practical 

Approaches and Solutions" 

Corruption is an ongoing issue that affects numerous 

societies globally, causing significant harm to individuals 

and nations alike. It weakens the legal system, hampers 

economic progress, and diminishes public confidence in 

governmental organizations. To effectively tackle this 

problem, it is crucial to adopt a comprehensive approach 

that addresses the underlying causes of corruption and 

establishes robust systems for accountability and 

transparency. To ensure that our government officials and 

society as a whole are free from corruption, I believe we 

need to implement the following steps. 

1. To guarantee the election of morally upright individuals 

to the Lok Sabha, Assemblies, and any other 

democratically established Public Body, it is imperative 

to prevent corruption from infiltrating the ranks of those 

in power. In order to achieve this objective, the 

Parliament, state Assemblies, political parties, and the 

electorate must collectively undertake the following 

measures. 

a) To make sure only honest people are elected to the Lok 

Sabha, we need a plan. This plan can include changing 

laws, spreading awareness, and carefully checking 

candidates. One idea is to require all candidates to pass 

a background check, looking into their finances, 

criminal past, and other important details. This would 

stop corrupt people from getting into Parliament. 

b) If voters choose corrupt politicians, they allow them to 

keep being dishonest. This makes corruption in the 

government worse and encourages corrupt people to 

take advantage of their power. To stop this, voters need 

to refuse to support corrupt candidates. 

c) It has been observed that criminals have been 

increasing their influence in the government through 

politicians. Additionally, more and more individuals 

with criminal records and known corruption are directly 

participating in elections. To address this concerning 

trend, the Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951 

should be appropriately modified. The amendment 

should disqualify any person against whom a charge 

sheet has been filed by the police for an offense that 

carries a minimum sentence of two years, from 

contesting in any election until they are cleared by a 

competent court. Furthermore, the act should also be 

amended to disqualify any person who is ordered to 
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execute a bond under section 117 of the code of 

criminal procedure for being a habitual offender as 

defined under section 110 of the same code. This 

disqualification should last for a period of five years 

from the date of the order or until the order is vacated 

by a competent court, whichever comes first. 

d) Surprisingly, according to Section 77 of the 

Registration of People Act, 1951, any expenses incurred 

or authorized in relation to a candidate's election, 

whether by a political party or an individual (excluding 

the candidate or their election agent), are not considered 

as part of the candidate's election expenses. This 

exception puts independent candidates at a 

disadvantage and undermines the maximum limits on 

election expenses set by the Conduct of Election Rules, 

1961 for candidates in Parliamentary and Assembly 

constituencies. It is imperative that this exception is 

immediately revoked. Additionally, the Election 

Commission should possess the complete authority to 

appoint any Chartered Accountant to audit these 

accounts, and the public should have the opportunity to 

scrutinize these accounts under the Right to Information 

Act. 

e) In accordance with the Election Commission's directive, 

every candidate participating in an election must submit 

affidavits along with their nomination papers, 

disclosing their movable and immovable assets. The 

Election Commission is obligated to authenticate these 

declarations within a specified timeframe, utilizing 

competent agencies. Furthermore, it possesses the 

power to disqualify any candidate or elected 

representative from participating in any election or 

holding a position in any elected body if their 

declaration is proven to be wholly or partially false, or 

if it is established that they have obtained property 

through corrupt means. 

 

2. It is my strong conviction that even in the face of 

insincere political executives who attempt to obstruct 

any efforts against corruption, the officers from various 

services can still make significant strides in reducing 

corruption within their respective areas of 

responsibility. This can be achieved if they (a) develop 

a resolute determination to combat this menace, 

disregarding any inconveniences or sacrifices that may 

arise, (b) implement a comprehensive vigilance strategy 

encompassing motivational, preventive, and punitive 

measures, and foster a sense of unity and camaraderie 

among themselves to prevent political bosses from 

exploiting one officer against another for personal gain. 

Consequently, it is imperative to reassess and reinforce 

the existing vigilance measures in order to enhance 

their efficacy. In doing so, the following 

recommendations should be taken into consideration- 

a) Given the significance of prevention over cure, it is 

imperative to prioritize the prevention of corruption 

within the operations of various organizations. To 

achieve this objective, it is crucial to conduct a 

comprehensive review of existing rules, regulations, 

and working procedures. By identifying and addressing 

any existing loopholes, it becomes possible to eliminate 

or at least minimize the factors that create opportunities 

for corruption. 

b) The absence of a prescribed time limit for the disposal 

of receipts, files, and other documents is a significant 

factor that allows corrupt public servants to seek and 

receive illicit gratification. The Santhanam Committee 

has also identified this as a primary reason that creates 

opportunities for corruption. Consequently, it is 

imperative to establish a reasonable time frame for such 

matters and ensure strict adherence to it in order to 

address this issue effectively. 

c) Authorized senior officers should conduct thorough 

inspections of subordinate establishments on a regular 

basis, ensuring timely follow-up actions based on their 

observations through close monitoring. Additionally, 

surprise checks should be conducted as frequently as 

possible to identify any shortcomings in the 

performance of subordinate officers and establishments. 

d) In order to award a contract for the execution of a 

public work or the supply of articles for a public 

purpose, it is imperative to strictly adhere to the tender 

procedure both in its literal interpretation and its 

intended purpose. The tender notice should be widely 

publicized, and evidence of this publicity should be 

retained. It is crucial that there is no ambiguity in the 

language or clauses of the tender notices and contract 

agreements, as this could potentially be exploited by 

contractors or suppliers in collusion with unscrupulous 

public servants. Similarly, the specifications and 

designs of the works to be executed, as well as the 

specifications, qualities, and brands of the articles to be 

supplied, must be clearly documented in the contract 

agreements, leaving no room for discretion on the part 

of the contractors or suppliers and minimizing the 

possibility of subsequent alterations and potential 

litigation. Furthermore, it is essential to establish a 

realistic time limit for the completion of any work or 

supply to prevent any delays or cost overruns. 

e) When carrying out tasks like constructing bridges, 

roads, buildings, etc., it is essential to keep photographs 

and video recordings of the progress at various stages, 

starting from the procurement of materials to the final 

completion. This documentation is crucial for 

verification purposes. In terms of the supply of goods, a 

committee consisting of a minimum of three officers, 

with at least one member from a different organization, 

should be established to inspect and confirm if the 

supplied items meet the quality and specifications 

outlined in the supply order. 

f) It is imperative to thoroughly investigate any 

allegations of corruption, regardless of their origin, and 

ensure that the investigations are concluded within a 

reasonable timeframe. If any act or omission falls under 

the jurisdiction of the Indian Penal Code, the Prevention 

of Corruption Act of 1988, or any other applicable 

criminal law, the competent police authority should not 

hesitate to register a criminal case. On the other hand, 

any other forms of negligence should be addressed 

through internal disciplinary procedures. 

g) Arrangements must be established to closely monitor 

the lifestyles of subordinate officers and other 

personnel, while also discreetly collecting information 

about their overall reputation and assets, both movable 

and immovable, that have been acquired. This is 

necessary to determine if any individual is engaging in 

corrupt practices and possesses assets that exceed their 
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known sources of income. Having access to such 

information will allow the authorities to make informed 

decisions on whether to pursue corruption charges 

against the employee or transfer them to a less 

financially rewarding position. Additionally, this 

information will prove valuable in evaluating the 

'integrity' of the employee in their periodic performance 

appraisals. 

h) Efforts must be made to actively engage employees in 

the decision-making process regarding different policy 

matters. This will enable them to have a vested interest 

in the implementation of these decisions and contribute 

towards enhancing the overall performance of their 

respective organizations. 

 

3. The active participation of virtuous individuals within 

civil society, who are sincerely committed to 

eradicating corruption from public institutions and 

society at large, alongside the media, including social 

media platforms, is essential in fostering a corruption-

free society. 

a) It is imperative that continuous efforts are made to 

cultivate a robust public sentiment that condemns 

corrupt individuals and subjects them to social scrutiny. 

Initiating a voter awareness campaign to educate the 

electorate on the importance of supporting only those 

candidates with unblemished reputations in any 

electoral process is crucial. 

b) Efforts should be made to gather information on 

suspicious transactions by corrupt individuals in public 

office or civil society. This information should be made 

public and reported to anti-corruption agencies for 

investigation and action. 

c) It is imperative to enhance the effectiveness and citizen-

oriented approach of the Lokpal institution at the 

national level and Lokayuktas in all states. The Lokpal 

should possess comprehensive authority to initiate 

investigations independently into any particular 

accusation of corruption involving public officials, 

including the Prime Minister. To streamline the 

operations of the Lokpal, it is recommended to establish 

a Central Bureau of Anticorruption that would be under 

the jurisdiction of the Lokpal, while the current Central 

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) could be relieved of its 

duty to probe corruption cases. 

 

Conclusion 

The battle against corruption in India is indeed intricate and 

diverse. Nevertheless, there are hopeful opportunities for 

lasting change. It is essential to recognize that eliminating 

corruption requires a comprehensive strategy, encompassing 

legal and societal transformations. To begin with, 

reinforcing legal structures and organizations is essential. 

Enforcing stricter laws and regulations, as well as ensuring 

their efficient implementation, can serve as deterrents and 

establish a culture of responsibility. This includes enhancing 

the autonomy and effectiveness of investigative bodies and 

the judiciary, as well as introducing transparent procurement 

procedures. At the same time, addressing the underlying 

causes of corruption is crucial. This entails promoting 

transparency, fostering ethical conduct, and nurturing a 

culture of honesty. Initiatives like digitalizing services, e-

governance platforms, and encouraging citizen involvement 

can empower individuals to actively combat corruption. 

Educational programs and awareness campaigns can also 

play a significant role in shaping a values-driven society. 

Moreover, international cooperation and collaboration are 

key. Corruption is a global issue, and sharing best practices, 

exchanging information, and working with other countries 

can lead to more impactful results. India can draw lessons 

from successful anti-corruption efforts in other nations and 

tailor them to its specific circumstances. Despite ongoing 

challenges, it is vital to remain hopeful and persistent in the 

fight against corruption. The potential benefits of combating 

corruption are substantial, including enhanced economic 

growth, social progress, and the rebuilding of public trust in 

institutions. The nation bears a significant burden due to 

corruption. Although eradicating corruption entirely may 

not be feasible, it is achievable to confine it within 

acceptable boundaries. 

 

References  

1. Lambsdorff JG. The Institutional Economics of 

Corruption and Reform: Theory, Evidence, and Policy. 

Cambridge University Press; c2018. 

2. Nandi S. Corruption in Ancient India: A Historical 

Perspective. Economic and Political Weekly. 

2014;49(4):52-56. 

3. Spear PA. A History of India, Penguin Books, 1965, 2. 

4. Jeep Scandal. Available from: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeep_scandal. 

5. Pradhan DN. License Raj. Encyclopedia of India; 

c2013. Retrieved from https://www.encyclopedia.com/. 

6. Jalan B. Indian Economic Policy. Viking, Penguin 

Books; c1996. p. 196-197. 

7. Prasad J. Corruption in India: Indian Bofors scam 

analysis. Journal of Financial Crime; c2011. 

8. The Economic Times. 2G Spectrum Scam: Everything 

you need to know about it. Available from: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-

and-nation/2g-spectrum-scam-everything-you-need-to-

know-about-it/articleshow/14330275.cms. 

9. Abdulraheem A. Corruption in India: Causes, 

consequences and Remedial Measures. Social Action. 

2009;59(4):35-38. 

10. Transparency International. Corruption Perceptions 

Index; c2020. Available from: 

https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020/index/nzl. 

11. Sharma S. Corruption in India: Causes and Remedial 

Measures. International Journal of Advanced Research 

in Management and Social Sciences. 2017;6(3):198-

213. 

12. Pande S. The Indian Bureaucracy: Challenges and 

Reforms. Journal of South Asian Development. 

2018;13(2):168-183. 

13. Ganguly S. The Psychology of Corruption in India. 

Journal of Indian Psychology. 2017;35(2):87-95. 

14. Chakraborty S. Consumerism and Corruption in India. 

Economic Development Quarterly. 2019;41(1):56-72. 

15. NCAER. Moral Values in India: Are we Losing our 

Ethics and Integrity? Available from: 

https://www.ncaer.org/publication_details.php?pID=25

7. 

16. The Economic Times. India's fight against corruption is 

far from over. Available from: 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-

and-nation/indias-fight-against-corruption-is-far-from-

over/articleshow/73994412.cms. 

https://www.allresearchjournal.com/


 

~ 378 ~ 

International Journal of Applied Research https://www.allresearchjournal.com  
 

17. Sen RK. Corruption in India: The Poor State of Affairs. 

Journal of Social and Political Sciences. 2016;3(1):53-

68. 

18. Chandra K. The Politics of Corruption in India. New 

Delhi: Penguin Books; c2015. 

19. Myint U. Corruption: Causes, consequences and cures. 

Asia-Pacific Development Journal. 2000;7(2):78-86. 

20. Roy K. The consequences of corruption in India. 

Journal of Political Science. 2017;45(2):213-228. 

21. Gupta S, Davoodi H, Tiongson E. Corruption and the 

Provision of Health Care and Education Services. 

International Monetary Fund; c2002. 

22. Gopal KK. Corruption and Economic Development in 

India: Issues and Challenges. Economic and Political 

Weekly. 2013;48(26-27):47-54. 

23. Chakrabarti R. Corruption, Income Inequality, and 

Poverty in India. Journal of Asian Economics. 

2009;20:330-343. 

24. Palkhivala NA. We the Nation: The Lost Decades. UBS 

Publishers; c1994. p. 121 

https://www.allresearchjournal.com/

