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play in ELT 
 

K Shravani 
 
Abstract 
Role-play is a dynamic and engaging teaching strategy that has gained prominence in English 
Language Teaching (ELT) due to its ability to enhance language acquisition, communication skills, and 
cultural understanding. Rooted in the principles of experiential learning, role-play provides learners 
with opportunities to actively participate in simulated real-life situations, fostering a more interactive 
and immersive language learning experience. In the context of ELT, role-playing activities go beyond 
traditional language instruction methods by encouraging students to apply their language skills in 
authentic scenarios. Whether practicing everyday conversations, negotiating business deals, or 
simulating cultural exchanges, role-play enables learners to step into diverse roles and navigate 
linguistic challenges, thereby building confidence and fluency. 
This pedagogical approach aligns with the communicative language teaching philosophy, emphasizing 
the practical use of language in meaningful contexts. By incorporating role-play into language lessons, 
educators can create a dynamic and student-centered environment that not only develops linguistic 
proficiency but also hones interpersonal skills, critical thinking, and problem-solving abilities. 
Throughout this exploration of role-play in English Language Teaching, we will delve into its various 
applications, benefits, and effective implementation strategies. From designing scenario-based activities 
to addressing potential challenges, educators can harness the power of role-play to create a vibrant and 
interactive language learning experience that prepares students for real-world communication 
scenarios. This article focuses on the significance of role-play among English language learners as an 
effective strategy. 
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Introduction 
The Communicative Approach in English Language Teaching (ELT) embodies a 
comprehensive philosophy that goes beyond traditional language instruction. It involves a 
triad of stages within the context of classroom instruction, each contributing to the 
development of communicative competence in learners. These stages are characterized by 1) 
Presenting or demonstrating language to an audience, 2) Implementing specific procedures 
for language practice, and 3) Engaging in language production. 
The first stage involves the act of presenting or demonstrating language to learners. 
Educators introduce new language elements, such as vocabulary, grammar structures, and 
expressions, to provide students with a foundation for communication. This phase sets the 
groundwork for subsequent stages by exposing learners to the target language in a 
meaningful context. 
In the second stage, specific procedures are employed to facilitate language practice. This 
could include activities such as drills, language games, and controlled exercises designed to 
reinforce the newly introduced language elements. The emphasis is on interactive and 
contextual practice to ensure that learners not only comprehend the language but also 
develop the ability to use it in real-life situations. 
The third stage, manufacturing, is a crucial component of the Communicative Approach, and 
one successful practice within this stage is role-play. Role-play focuses on the entire 
performance of the target language, encouraging learners to apply their language skills in 
simulated real-life scenarios. This dynamic activity provides a bridge between the controlled 
practice of language elements and the spontaneous use of language in authentic situations. 
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Despite the demonstrated effectiveness of the 
Communicative Approach and role-play in language 
learning, many second language teachers grapple with 
striking a balance between this innovative method and more 
traditional classroom instruction. While numerous 
academics have showcased the benefits of role-play, 
practical guidance on maximizing these benefits remains a 
sought-after resource for educators. To address these 
challenges, researchers have conducted extensive studies, 
examining interconnected research findings and empirical 
data. The goal is to provide insights into effective strategies 
for integrating role-play into language instruction, ensuring 
that it complements rather than conflicts with traditional 
teaching methods. By delving into various studies, 
researchers aim to offer practical recommendations that help 
educators optimize the benefits of role-play, fostering a 
harmonious integration within the broader framework of the 
Communicative Approach in ELT. 
 
Review of Literature 
Through an analysis of the communicative teaching 
approach, it becomes evident that the purpose of language is 
not derived from its structure, but rather from the specific 
situations in which it is used. The situations can vary, yet 
they nonetheless adhere to certain consistent patterns. D. 
Wilkins (1976) [1] introduced the concept of syllabuses that 
focused on training programmes organised primarily in 
contexts rather than being restricted to sentence structures. 
In order to align the instructional materials with the goal of 
language application, the approach of communication has 
become extensively employed. According to it, Wilkins 
introduced the concept of role-play, which involves the 
imitation of reality. (56) The students must communicate 
appropriately, taking into account the specific situations and 
their assigned tasks.  
To facilitate the practice of role-play, the teacher must 
furnish a specific setting and multiple roles for students to 
study and subsequently enact during class. The performance 
can be enhanced by various collectives. During a 
performance, the remaining students act as the audience and 
subsequently engage in a discussion about its merits and 
drawbacks. The conversation itself serves as a form of 
practical application. 
Wilkins' research and theories provide empirical proof that 
role-play is a very effective strategy for enlivening the 
teaching and learning environment, stimulating learner 
interest, and creating a memorable language acquisition 
experience. He initially suggested the fundamental concepts 
and ideas for role-play, prompting subsequent academics to 
do additional investigations on this issue. As a result, further 
challenges emerged that needed to be addressed.  
Fraser, Rintell, and Walters (1980) [2] suggest that role-play 
is a valuable method for examining learners' pragmatic 
abilities. Hence, numerous contextual factors play a crucial 
role in shaping the behaviour of a speaker. In a role-play, 
the verbal act remains consistent but the environmental 
characteristics are altered. This approach allows for the 
exploration of several aspects of a learner's pragmatic 
ability. In Fraser, Rintell, and Walter's methodology, they 
incorporated the utilisation of puppets in role-plays when 
the participants were children. By examining both 
theoretical and empirical data, we can derive overarching 
principles of role-play.  

The objective of role-play in communication is to enhance 
practical usage. This requires participants to be flexible in 
their choice of words. In general, the more closely the 
activity resembles real-life situations, the more interested 
students will be. The selection of roles and situations 
becomes crucial. When educators create a role-play 
scenario, they must carefully consider the ages and prior 
knowledge of the students.  
 
Feed-in language 
During the role-play exercise, students may have difficulties 
in finding appropriate words and phrases. During the 
practice stage, the teacher has the opportunity to provide the 
proper language input. This may require the teacher to serve 
as a 'walking dictionary', overseeing the class and providing 
aid when needed. If the teachers are dissatisfied with this 
and believe that the process of discovering the new language 
should provide students with greater independence, they 
may provide for a 'time-out' period following the practice 
stage, during which students can utilise dictionaries to 
search for the information they require. Providing language 
students with the necessary vocabulary is essential. Through 
this approach, individuals will acquire unfamiliar lexicon 
and syntax inside an authentic and indelible setting. This 
opportunity allows for the utilisation of authentic and 
organic language. 
 
Error Correction 
There exist numerous methods to rectify errors while 
engaging in role-play. The teacher should refrain from 
intervening and correcting every error, as it is seldom 
suitable. This has the potential to be highly demoralising! 
Certain students prefer to receive immediate correction 
following a role-play session when the language is still vivid 
in their memory. The group can collectively amend 
sentences containing errors that are written on the board.  
Self-correction can be facilitated by providing students with 
the means to record role-plays, either on audiocassette or 
video. This allows them to revisit the discussion and analyse 
the language used. They may possess the ability to readily 
identify their errors. Peer correction - Fellow students can 
rectify errors produced by their peers. Students should be 
instructed to actively identify the exemplary language they 
wish to incorporate into their speech, as well as any errors 
they come across. Ensure that peer correction remains a 
constructive and beneficial experience for everyone 
engaged. Personally documenting recurring errors and 
addressing them in subsequent lessons, guarantees that 
students do not experience a decline in motivation due to 
immediate or immediate post-role-play corrections. Engage 
in negotiation with students and inquire about their 
preferences regarding how they would like to get 
corrections.  
 
The role of the teacher 
Several potential responsibilities for teachers include 
Facilitator - students may require the teacher to introduce a 
new language to them. If the allocated rehearsal time is 
suitable, the introduction of a new language should occur 
during this stage. The spectator, who is the teacher, observes 
the role-play and provides feedback and guidance 
afterwards. Participant - Occasionally, it is suitable to 
engage and actively participate in the role-play personally. 
Integrating role-play into the classroom provides diversity, a 
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shift in tempo, and enough opportunity for language 
generation as well as enjoyment. It can serve as an essential 
component of the class rather than a singular occurrence. 
The activity is enjoyable and inspiring. It provides an 
opportunity for introverted students to express themselves 
more confidently. Additionally, it expands the classroom's 
scope to encompass the external world, so presenting a 
broader array of language learning chances. Furthermore, 
students who will eventually visit an English-speaking 
country are provided with an opportunity to practise and 
refine their English skills in a secure setting. Authentic 
scenarios can be generated, allowing students to derive 
advantages from the practical experience. Errors can be 
committed without significant repercussions. 
 
Role-Play Scenario for Undergraduate Students 
Title: "Job Interview Simulation" (For two students) 
Objective: To enhance practical language usage in a 
professional setting, focusing on effective communication 
skills during a job interview. 
 
Scenario 
You are an undergraduate student preparing for a mock job 
interview. In this role-play, you will take turns being the 
interviewer and the interviewee. The setting is a prestigious 
company, and the interview is for an entry-level position 
related to your field of study. 
 
Roles 
Interviewer: Assume the role of a hiring manager at the 
company. Prepare questions related to the job position, 
company culture, and expectations. Focus on evaluating the 
candidate's qualifications, communication skills, and 
suitability for the role. 
 
Interviewee: Assume the role of the undergraduate student 
applying for the job. Showcase your knowledge, skills, and 
enthusiasm for the position. Respond to the interviewer's 
questions confidently and professionally. 
 
Instructions 
Research common job interview questions and appropriate 
responses. 
Dress professionally for the role-play to create a realistic 
atmosphere. 
Exchange roles after the first round, allowing each 
participant to experience both sides of the interview process. 
Provide constructive feedback after each round, 
emphasizing effective communication strategies, clarity, and 
professionalism. 
This role-play scenario encourages undergraduate students 
to apply their theoretical knowledge to a practical context. It 
also helps them develop crucial communication skills 
necessary for real-world job interviews. By simulating a 
professional setting, students can practice articulating their 
thoughts, answering questions with confidence, and 
navigating the dynamics of a job interview. 
In conclusion, role-play activities significantly contribute to 
the language learning experience for undergraduate 
students, offering a holistic approach that transcends 
traditional teaching methods. By merging theoretical 
language knowledge with practical application, role-play 
bridges the gap between abstract concepts and tangible 

communication skills, reinforcing the real-world relevance 
of language learning. 
The primary focus of these activities is the enhancement of 
communication skills. Through active engagement in 
simulated real-life situations, students refine their abilities to 
articulate ideas clearly, negotiate meaning effectively, and 
navigate diverse social interactions. This dynamic process 
not only fosters linguistic proficiency but also cultivates the 
flexibility to adapt language choices in different contexts. 
Role-play's inherent authenticity makes it intrinsically 
interesting for students. The scenarios closely mirror real-
life situations, encouraging active participation and genuine 
investment in the learning process. Educators play a crucial 
role in selecting or crafting scenarios that align with 
students' academic levels, interests, and future aspirations, 
ensuring both relevance and challenge. Beyond language 
skills, role-play serves as a practical bridge between 
academia and the professional sphere. As students engage in 
simulated professional or social interactions, they gain 
valuable experience that prepares them for real-world 
challenges such as job interviews, business negotiations, and 
collaborative projects. 
Furthermore, role-play contributes to holistic development 
by nurturing critical thinking, problem-solving, teamwork, 
and cultural awareness. These skills are essential for success 
in diverse personal and professional contexts, making role-
play an invaluable component of undergraduate language 
education. Thus, the incorporation of role-play activities in 
the undergraduate language learning curriculum is a 
strategic investment. By providing an immersive, authentic, 
and dynamic learning experience, educators empower 
undergraduates to master language skills and confidently 
navigate the complexities of communication in their future 
endeavors. 
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