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Abstract

This paper examines the events leading to Vidhurashwatha incident and focuses on the impact of
Mahatma Gandhi’s visits to Mysore which boosted the Nationalist freedom aspirations of the people of
Karnataka. The Freedom movement in Karnataka cannot be exhaustively reflected as Karnataka state
was not a unified political entity as at present. Several parts of present day Karnataka were completely
unified in 1956. Earlier several parts of Karnataka were under Mysore government ruled by Maharaja
of Mysore. The impact of national freedom struggle was different in different parts of Karnataka. In
Mysore, Mysore Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC) started to organize several Nationalist led
programs which included Khadi propagation, fight against Un touchability, adult education awareness,
women involved social awareness programs etc. These programs organized by MPCC attracted lots of
people to the gamut of National freedom struggle. But, this brought conflict between MPCC and
Mysore Government. The fight between MPCC and the Mysore Government grew bigger as huge
crowds started involving in the MPCC led Nationalist programs. The incident in Vidhurashwatha was a
continuation of the series of protests against the Mysore Government. The MPCC leaders, who were
demanding responsible Government, directed Vidhurashwatha Flag Satyagraha in this direction. The
role of Dewan Sir Mirza Ismail and Krishna Raja Wodeyar, the ruler of Mysore was discussed at
length. The unending tussle between Mysore Government and MPCC culminated in gaining
responsible Government in 1947.
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Introduction
The Vidhurashwatha massacre is considered as one of the momentous turning point in the
annals of the history freedom movement of Karnataka.

Spread of National ideals in Mysore: The first congress session was represented by Sir
Narayan Rao Chandavarkar from Karwar, Kashinath Rao Telang, Sadashiv Rao Bhate of
Belgaum. They triggered the seeds of freedom ideals amongst Karnataka people. Several
programs were arranged by leaders following which MPCC was established in Mysore. The
Haripura Congress of 1938 was a turning point in Indian freedom movement.

Flag Satyagraha

The Flag Satyagraha was one of the most common acts of defiance during Nationalist
Struggle led by Mahatma Gandhi. The Nationalist flag was regularly heralded by large
processions and nationalist crowds. The congress concluded the adoption of the Purna
Swaraj declaration of independence with Congress president Nehru hoisting the Nationalist
flag. The flag was also hoisted at the commencement of the Quit India movement in 1942.
Flag was hoisted at National programs was led by Sardar Valalbahi Patel, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Jamnalal Bajaj, Rajagopalachari and others. Flag Satyagraha was a campaign of
peaceful civil disobedience during the Indian independence movement. Flag Satyagraha
focused in exercising the right and freedom to hoist the nationalist flag and challenge the
legitimacy of the British rule in India through the defiance of laws prohibiting the hoisting of
Nationalist flag and restriction of civil freedom of civilians. This Satyagraha came as act of
defiance of laws started with Non co-operation movement of 1922, Salt Satyagraha of 1930
and Quit India movement of 1942. The Colonial British Government imposed several
restrictions of the Indians and came out with several laws imposing restrictions on the Indian
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people. There were sporadic incidents of defying the British
laws were either subsided or effectively put down. The
People were always urging to challenge the British
aggressiveness, but fight for justice to display their
nationalist ideals.

Impact of Gandhi’s visit to Mysore

Mahatma Gandhi’s first visit to Bangalore in May 1915 was
a huge impetus to the yearning for freedom. During his first
visit and his second five years later Gandhiji spoke much
about propagation of Khadi. Hundreds of people attended
these meetings and learnt about the Khadi, un-touchability
and use of Swadeshi goods. The 1924 Congress Meet in
Belagavi further helped the nationalist aspirations of the
people of Karnataka. The Discontent with the British
colonial Yoke found expression in the form of small scale
protests, student’s rallies and picketing of shops selling
foreign goods.

Visit of Mahatma Gandhi to Mysore and its impact

After Mahtama Gandhi’s’ visit to Mysore, Hassan,
Bangalore, Shimogga, Tumkuru, Chitradurga, Nationalist
ideals started to spread more widely. People started to
involve in propagation of Khadi and social awareness
issues. Mahatma Gandhi’s participation in the Khadi
Exhibition added to the flavour of Swadeshi. This was
sponsored by the all India Charaka Sangha. Mahatma
Gandhi’s visit in 1934 saw another landmark in the annals
of the Freedom struggle in Karnataka. He visited Khadi
production center at Badanavalu in Mysore. Badanavalu was
one of the few Khadi centers of India where 1200 local
spinners and 140 weavers were employed. His visit sparkled
interest among people of Mandya, Madduru and Mysore to
involve in Swadeshi Program. The people of these areas
started involving Khadi spread, un-touchability and adult
education programs. Lots of women also came forward to
take part in spcoal awareness programs. Mahatma Gandhi
visited Mysore again and stayed at Nandi Hills the people of
Kolar an Bangalore started the Harijan movement. The
founding of Hariajan Sevak sangha in 1932 had greater
impact on the young minds as the conceptual shift towards
involving masses into nationalist movement had become
very popular. In Karnataka too, MPCC organized several
programs involving masses. The MPCC leaders could draw
masses to involve in socio -political awareness creation
programs. This supported the National level Anti British
campaigns by demanding political rights in Mysore state.
The demand for Responsible Government started to draw
people from across the state. The social involvement of
women and youth had bigger impact. The concepts of
Swadeshi, Satyagraha, became very popular among masses.
People voluntarily joined hands in Congress led social
programs for removing social taboos such as social un-touch
ability, caste based discrimination, child marriage, widow
remarriage, women education, woman socializing etc. There
were several young men who wanted to involve in social
awareness programs. The women also joined hands and
came of the domestic chores and started involving in child
health women education adult education Un-touchability
etc.

The Vidhurashwatha Incident
Inspired by Shivapura Dhwaja Satyagraha, Indian national
congress leaders and villagers of Hindupur and Gowri
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bidanur resolved to take a flag procession Hundreds of
people assembled in the Vidhurashwatha. Police made
aggressive entry which bloodily changed the course of the
flag hoisting ceremony. The DC Inayutullah Mekhri
reportedly refused to open fire at the peaceful convention
for breaking prohibitory orders and was transferred. The
Shivapura incident gave way to similar requests from
MPCC to hoist the tricolour. The Vidhurashwatha was
chosen to be the next destination for flag Satyagraha. On
25" April 1938, this historic place of Vidhurashwatha
witnessed heavy police firings on unarmed people who had
gathered to hoist Congress flag. 33 people died in police
firings and more than 100 people mainly farmers were
wounded. The fight between MPCC leaders and
Government of Mysore led to this firing and Dewan Sir
Mirza Ismail came under heavy scrutiny and condemnation
for his actions.

Mirza Patel Pact in 1939

The locals were enraged after the massacre of innocent
people. This rage led to the solidification of the Mirza Patel
Pact in 1939, an agreement between then Dewan of Mysore
Mirza Ismail and Indian statesman Vallabhai Patel which
resulted in the formation of the First Government with the
participation of the people of Mysore State. Initially Sardar
Vallabhai Patel and Acharya Kripalani and later Mahatma
Gandhi also visited the site of the massacre. A wide
condemnation of the act surfaced.

Impact of the Massacre

1. This incident helped the widening of the sphere of
National freedom struggle movement in Mysore.

2. This led to unification of the Karnataka as Kannada
speaking people from different parts of Karnataka came
to be involved in national level programs such as salt
Satyagraha, Quit India Movement etc

3. This supported the people to voice their opinions in
support of a unified Karnataka state.

4. The epoch saw a period of consolidation for MPCC at
the regional level.

Conclusion

Thus, Vidhurashwatha incident is a milestone in the annals
of Karnataka freedom movement. The ideological fight
between Mysore Pradesh Congress leaders and Government
of Mysore which led to this horrifying incident is always
questionable. The role of Dewan Sir Mirza Ismail came
under heavy inspection and criticism of the public for his
actions. A retrospective inspection of the incident in the
light of recent researches is needed.
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