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Abstract 
One of India's most disadvantaged social and educational groups is the Scheduled Castes (SC). In the 
areas of employment, education, society, culture, religion, and politics, they still fall behind. With 60 
sub-communities, West Bengal has the second-highest number of Scheduled Caste members in India. 
Among these, 34 sub-communities fall below the state’s average literacy rate. The Rajbanshi 
community, one of the major “Scheduled Caste” groups in “West Bengal”, exhibits a similar pattern of 
educational backwardness. This study focuses on assessing the growth of literacy among the Rajbanshi 
community from 1961 to 2011, examining gender disparities in education, and analysing current 
educational conditions. The findings reveal that while literacy among the Rajbanshi community has 
improved steadily over the decades, gender inequality in literacy remains a concern, particularly in 
rural areas compared to urban regions. 
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Introduction 
One of India's most socially and educationally disadvantaged groups is the Scheduled Castes 
(SC) (Rukhsana & Alam, 2014) [10]. The social, cultural, religious, political, educational, and 
occupational sectors are all relatively behind schedule castes (Chouhan, 2012) [6]. West 
Bengal, with 60 sub-communities, has the second-highest number of Scheduled Castes. The 
literacy rate of 34 of West Bengal's 60 Scheduled Caste sub-communities is lower than the 
state average (Dutta & Bisai, 2020) [7]. One of the largest Scheduled Castes in West Bengal is 
the Rajbanshi (Ray, 2019) [8]. 
A large Rajbanshi community lived in the plain region of the Darjeeling district, Dakshin 
Dinajpur, Malda, and Cooch Behar, Jalpaiguri, Uttar. In terms of sociocultural, economic, 
and particularly educational marginalization, the Rajbanshi are currently marginalized 
(Barman, 2023; Barman et al, 2024; Ray, 2019) [2, 1, 8]. Due to caste and unstable economic 
situations, the Rajbanshi people are frequently ostracized and experience many difficulties, 
including poor living conditions, insufficient healthcare, and restricted access to education. 
More than 60% of Rajbanshi community members live below the poverty line, according to a 
recent assessment by the “Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment” (2021). Educational 
attainment is also disproportionately low, and many children drop out of school because of 
financial difficulties (Roy, 2024) [9]. Dropping out after primary school is a serious issue 
because Rajbanshi’s have a bad attitude about learning (Ray, 2019) [8]. 
 
Literature Review 
Roy (2024) [9] conducted research on “An in-depth study of the socio-economic status and 
cultural life of the Rajbanshi community in North West Bengal” and found that the literacy 
rate among the Rajbanshi’s is very low, with many children dropping out of school at an 
early age due to poverty. 
Barman et al., (2024) [1] studied on “Influence of Socio-Economic Background on 
Educational Attainment in Rural Rajbanshi Youth” and found that low family income, poor 
parental education, and limited access to educational resources significantly hinder the 
academic progress of Rajbanshi students. Many youths face financial hardships, early 
dropouts, and a lack of awareness about educational opportunities. 
Barman (2023) [2] conducted research on “Education, an Instrument of Emancipation of 

Women: A Critical Analysis of Today’s Challenges towards Women Education” and found  
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that the main reasons for the low literacy rate among 

Rajbanshi women are poverty, lack of awareness, poor 

infrastructure, and discrimination. 

Ray (2019) [8] studied on “A Study on Educational Status of 

Rajbanshi Students at Upper Primary and Secondary Level 

in Uttar and Dakshin Dinajpur District of West Bengal” and 

found that most Rajbanshi students come from poor 

agricultural families with low income and illiterate parents. 

Educational progress is hindered by poverty, lack of 

awareness, and poor infrastructure. Dropout rates are high, 

especially among girls, and gender disparity remains 

significant. 

 

Objectives 

• To study the Growth of literacy among Rajbanshi 

Community during the period of 1961-2011 in West 

Bengal. 

• To examine the gender gap in literacy among Rajbanshi 

Community in West Bengal. 

• To analyze the Current educational status among 

Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 

 

Methodology 

The present study is based entirely on secondary data 

sources and follows documentary research method followed 

by qualitative analytical approach. The researcher has 

collected data from West Bengal different Census 

Handbooks (1961-2011), published reports, government 

documents, research journals, books and relevant websites. 

The study mainly focuses on analysing the educational 

growth, gender disparity and current literacy status of 

Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 

 

Data Analysis and Interpretation  

Data has been presented and analysed objective wise 

Objective 1: The Growth of literacy among Rajbanshi 

Community during the period of 1961-2011 in West Bengal. 

 
Table 1: Growth of literacy percentage among Rajbanshi 

Community during the period of 1961-2011 in West Bengal. 
 

SL 

No. 

Census 

Years 

Growth of literacy Percentage (Rajbanshi 

Community) 

1 1961 14.8 

2 1971 17.6 

3 1981 24.7 

4 1991 40.7 

5 2001 60.1 

6 2011 70.7 

(Sources: Census hand book of West Bengal, 1961, 1971, 1981, 

1991, 2001 and 2011.) 

 

 
 

Fig 1: Growth of literacy percentage among Rajbanshi Community 

during the period of 1961-2011 in West Bengal. 

Interpretation: Table 1 displays the literacy growth among 
Rajbanshi Community during the period of 1961-2011 in 
West Bengal. The Growth of literacy among Rajbanshi 
Community from 1961 to 1971 was 2.8%, from 1971 to 
1981 was 7.1%, from 1981 to 1991 was 16.0%, from 1991 
to 2001 was 19.4%, and from 2001 to 2011 is 10.6%. Its 
decadal growth rate in literacy was highest from 1991 to 
2001, among Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal and 
1961 to 1971 had the lowest literacy decadal growth rate 
among Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. The overall 
growth rate of the Rajbanshi community in West Bengal is 
55.9%. Finally, we can conclude that the literacy rate of the 
Rajbanshi community in West Bengal has increased 
continuously from 1961 to 2011. 
 
Objectives 2: To study the Current literacy status among 
Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 
 
Table 2: The Current literacy status among Rajbanshi Community 

in West Bengal. 
 

SL 

No. 
Genders 

Current Literacy Percentage Status 

(Rajbanshi Community) 

1 Total 70.70% 

2 Male 78.30% 

3 Female 62.50% 

4 Gender Gap 15.80% 

(Sources: Census hand book of West Bengal, 2011.) 

 

 
 

Fig 2: Current literacy status among Rajbanshi Community in 
West Bengal. 

 
Interpretation: Table 2 shows the Current Literacy status 
among Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal, 2011. This 
table shows that the total literacy rate among the Rajbangsi 
community of West Bengal is 70.7%, where the literacy 
rates for men and women are 78.3% and 62.5%, 
respectively. And the gender gap between men and women 
is 15.8%. Finally, we can conclude that although the literacy 
rate of Rajbanshi women is more than 50%, there is a 
considerable gender gap among them. 
 

Objective 3: To compare the locality wise gender gap 
literacy rate among Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 
 

Table 3: The locality wise gender gap literacy rate among 
Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 

 

 
Rural Urban 

Total Male Female Gap Total Male Female Gap 

Rajbanshi 70.1 78.0 61.8 16.2 74.5 80.8 67.9 12.9 

(Sources: Census hand book of West Bengal, 2011.) 
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Fig 3: locality wise gender gap literacy rate among Rajbanshi 

Community in West Bengal. 

 

Interpretation: Table 3 shows locality wise gender gap 

literacy rate among Rajbanshi Community in West Bengal. 

This table shows that the total literacy rate among the rural 

Rajbangsi community is 70.1%, where male literacy rate is 

78.0% and female literacy rate is 61.8% in West Bengal. 

And the gender gap in literacy between rural men and rural 

women is 15.8%. on the other hand, the total literacy rate 

among the urban Rajbangsi community is 74.5%, where 

male literacy rate is 80.8% and female literacy rate is 67.9% 

in West Bengal. And the gender gap in literacy between 

urban men and urban women is 12.9%. Finally, we can 

conclude that the gender gap on literacy of rural Rajbanshi 

Community is more than the urban Rajbanshi Community in 

West Bengal. 

 

Findings 

The following findings were reached after data analysis: 

• It is found that the literacy rate of Rajbanshi community 

in West Bengal has been increasing continuously during 

the period 1961-2011. The decadal growth rate of 

literacy among Rajbanshi community in West Bengal 

was highest during 1991 to 2001 and the decadal 

growth rate of literacy among Rajbanshi community 

was lowest during 1961 to 1971. 

• It is found that although the literacy rate of Rajbanshi 

women is more than 50%, there is significant gender 

disparity among them. 

• It is found that the current literacy status among 

Rajbanshi community is good. 

• It is found that the gender disparity in literacy among 

rural Rajbanshi community is higher than that of urban 

Rajbanshi community in West Bengal. 

 

Literacy Programme in Independent India 

• Social Education (1951-56) 

• Gram Shikshan (1959) 

• Farmer’s Functional Literacy Project (1967-68) 

• Foundational Literacy for Adult Women (1975-76)  

• Nation Adult Education Programme (1978)  

• Rural Functional Literacy Project (RELP) & Mass 

Programme of Functional Literacy (MPFL) 

• National Literacy Mission Authority (NLMA) (1988)  

• Padhna Likhna Abhiyan (2020) 

• Samagra Shiksha Scheme (2018)  

1. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

2. Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Programme 

(RMSA) 

• Saakshar Bharat (2009) 

• Special educational development programmes for SC 

girls belonging to low literacy Districts 

 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Literacy is an important parameter and has an equal 

weightage in human development. Also, education can lead 

them to know about their basic human rights can also help 

to raise their voice against abuse and exploitation (Dutta & 

Bisai, 2020) [7]. Therefore, the government needs to adopt 

many policies and welfare schemes so that the backward 

classes of the society (SC, ST and OBC) do not lag behind 

in terms of education. The Rajbanshi’s are one of the major 

Scheduled Caste of West Bengal. We find them at the 

northern districts of West Bengal. They are the aboriginal 

inhabitant of this region (Ray, 2019) [8]. But, Rajbanshi 

become a socially, economically and politically backward 

caste. Elected women representatives of the Rajbanshi 

community are less aware of various government policies 

and plans, welfare schemes and government orders and only 

education can help them understand them better (Barman, 

2023) [2]. 

The explanation above leads to the conclusion that the 

Rajbanshi community's literacy rate in West Bengal has 

been increasing continuously for decades. The literacy rate 

among Rajbanshi community in West Bengal was highest 

from 1991 to 2001 and the lowest decadal growth rate of 

literacy among Rajbanshi community in West Bengal was 

from 1961 to 1971. Also, the overall decadal growth rate of 

Rajbanshi community in West Bengal from 1961 to 2011 

was 55.9%. In 2011, the current literacy status of Rajbanshi 

community in West Bengal is good, where the literacy rate 

of males is better than that of females. Therefore, we can 

say that there is significant gender disparity among 

Rajbanshi community in West Bengal. On the other hand, if 

we look at the literacy status locally, we can see that the 

urban literacy rate is better than the rural literacy rate. Also, 

the gender disparity in literacy of rural Rajbanshi 

community is higher than that of urban Rajbanshi 

community in West Bengal. Therefore, addressing socio-

economic barriers is essential to increase the educational 

attainment of rural Rajbanshi women. Therefore, several 

policy initiatives are needed to ensure the educational 

advancement of Rajbanshi’s in the national mainstream. 

Educational programs and support systems tailored to the 

unique needs of the Rajbanshi community can help 

eliminate existing disparities (Barman et al., 2024) [1]. 
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