
 

~ 51 ~ 

 
ISSN Print: 2394-7500 

ISSN Online: 2394-5869 

Impact Factor (RJIF): 8.4 

IJAR 2025; 11(6): 51-55 

www.allresearchjournal.com 

Received: 11-03-2025 

Accepted: 13-04-2025 

 

Dr. Sattar Ayyed Alattabi 

Assistant Professor, Ministry 

of Education, Iraq 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Dr. Sattar Ayyed Alattabi 

Assistant Professor, Ministry 

of Education, Iraq 

 

Andalusian literature: A study of style and cultural 

influences on Arab and world literature 

 
Sattar Ayyed Alattabi 
 

DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.22271/allresearch.2025.v11.i6a.12635  

 
Abstract 
The results of this study show that Andalusian literature constituted a fundamental pillar in the 
development of Arabic literature, characterized by innovation and creativity as a result of the cultural 
diversity and intellectual interaction that Andalusia witnessed throughout its various eras. Andalusia 
was a cultural crossroads that brought together Muslims, Jews, and Christians, contributing to the 
formulation of diverse literary and intellectual styles. Andalusian literature was influenced by Persian, 
Indian, and Greek literatures, which helped in developing various literary genres, most notably 
philosophical prose and narrative literature (Siraj, 2011). The study also revealed the impact of cultural 
interaction between Arabs, Jews, and Christians on Andalusian literary thought, reflected in the 
diversity of literary texts. Andalusian literature included multiple styles such as emotional, 
philosophical, and narrative poetry, and was distinguished by the use of new poetic forms like 
muwashshah, which blended Arabic, Hebrew, and Latin, giving Andalusian literature a unique 
character distinct from traditional Arabic literature (Peroz, 2016).Intellectually, the study showed that 
the works of philosophers like Ibn Rushd and Ibn Zaydun are rich in rational elements influenced by 
Persian and Indian thought, where they developed. Ibn Rushd developed the ideas of Ibn Sina, 
contributing to the enrichment of Islamic philosophy and expanding its influence on Western 
philosophy in the Middle Ages (Mahmoud, 2008). Graphical Analysis (First Curve):The graphical 
curve indicated that the influence of Andalusian literature on Arabic poetry began to rise in the 9th 
century AD, peaking during the Abbasid and Mamluk periods (13th-14th centuries), before gradually 
declining while still maintaining its literary impact. As for the influence on Persian poetry, it was slow 
at first but then clearly increased with the onset of the Safavid era (16th century), reaching its peak in 
the 17th and 18th centuries. The curve also shows that the influence of Andalusian literature on 
classical Spanish literature peaked in the 16th-17th centuries, as seen in the works of Cervantes, before 
declining in the 18th-19th centuries, only to witness renewed interest in the 20th century. 
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Introduction 
History of Andalusia  
The Origins of Al-Andalus: The arrival of the Muslims in Al-Andalus in 711 AD and the 
establishment of the Umayyad dynasty.-1 The origin of Al-Andalus dates back to 711 AD 
when the Umayyad commander Tariq ibn Ziyad crossed the Strait of Gibraltar and 
conquered the Iberian land, an event that marked the beginning of the Islamic era in the 
Iberian Peninsula. This conquest was part of a wave of conquests that began in the Arab 
Levant and extended to include new lands in North Africa and Southern Europe. After the 
completion of the conquest, the Umayyad emirate was established in Andalusia under the 
rule of Abd al-Rahman al-Dakhil (Saqr Quraish) in the year 756 AD, beginning the 
Umayyad era in Andalusia, which was characterized by political stability and cultural 
prosperity. The influence of this era was not limited to the cultural integration between Arabs 
and Europeans, but also contributed to the development of Arab and Islamic literature and 
thought in Andalusia. 
The Umayyad Era in Andalusia: Politics and Governance in the Umayyad Caliphate With the 
establishment of the Umayyad dynasty in Andalusia, the region witnessed a major 
transformation in the political and administrative system. Abd al-Rahman al-Dakhil, who 
came to Andalusia fleeing the oppression of the Abbasids in the East, was one of the most 
prominent figures who established strong rule in the region. The Umayyads of al-Andalus 
became rulers independent of the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad, and al-Andalus began to 
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develop as an important cultural and intellectual center in 

the Islamic world. In this context, Andalusian literature 

grew and flourished under the influence of Greek 

philosophy, music and Islamic sciences, and Andalusia also 

emerged as a center of science and philosophy thanks to the 

presence of scholars from various parts of the Islamic world. 

The Almoravid and Almohad era: Literature developed 

under these governments. In the 11th century, after the fall 

of the Umayyad Caliphate in Andalusia, other governments 

began to take their place. The Almoravids (who came from 

the Sahara) were the first to assume power in Andalusia 

after the collapse of the Aghlabid state. This political change 

had a profound impact on Andalusian culture, as the 

Almoravid era saw particular interest in religious sciences 

and mysticism. This was reflected in literature, as poets and 

writers began to focus on spiritual and religious themes, and 

Sufism influenced literary creativity. With the rise of the 

Almohad dynasty in al-Andalus in the 12th century, another 

shift in Andalusi literature began. The Almohads were 

interested in rational and philosophical thought, which 

contributed to the dissemination of philosophical and 

scientific literature in Andalusia. Andalusi literature in this 

era was also influenced by Persian and Indian literature, 

especially in the fields of philosophy and science. One of 

the most famous writers of this era is Ibn Rushd (1126-1198 

AD), who was famous for his translations of the works of 

Greek philosophers and his influence on Western 

philosophy. He also had a notable influence on Persian and 

Indian literature in his treatment of issues of thought and 

logic.  

The Mamluk and Marinid era: the continuity of the 

influence of Andalusian literature. After the fall of Granada 

in 1492 AD, it was the end of Andalusia as an independent 

state, but the influence of Andalusian literature continued 

into the following eras through the Mamluks and Marinids 

who controlled parts of North Africa. In this period, 

Andalusi literature continued to influence Persian and 

Indian literature, especially in the fields of poetry and 

philosophy. Philosophers and thinkers such as Ibn Khaldun 

continued to influence Arab and Islamic thought, 

contributing to the development of literature in the Levant 

and the Islamic world in general. Andalusian literature, 

despite the deteriorating political situation in Andalusia, 

remained a source of inspiration for writers in the Islamic 

world, including India and Persia. Persian literature, 

especially under Persian poets such as Hafez and Saadi, was 

greatly influenced by Andalusi literature, as many cultural 

and intellectual concepts were transferred to these regions, 

which influenced the development of Persian literature and 

Indian literature, which had been influenced in previous 

periods by Islamic thought. 

 

Literary Contributions Andalusian poetry 

Andalusian poetry witnessed great development compared 

to Arabic literature in the Levant, and many poets emerged 

in it who left prominent traces in the history of Arabic 

literature. The most prominent of these poets are Ibn Zaydun 

and Ibn Hani Al-Andalusi, who are considered among the 

most prominent figures of Andalusian poetry. Ibn Zaydun, 

who lived in the eleventh century AD, was famous for his 

ghazals and wisdom, and one of his most famous works is 

his famous poem “Say goodbye to a kitten”. While Ibn Hani 

was distinguished by his poetry, which was distinguished by 

its eloquence and good depiction, especially in describing 

nature. The characteristics of Andalusian poetry were the 

great influence of the rich Andalusian environment, such as 

the picturesque nature that was a source of inspiration for 

many Andalusian poets. Furthermore, Andalusi poets 

created new meters and rhymes that differed from those 

used in traditional Arabic poetry, which helped shape a 

distinctive style for their poetry (Siraj, 2011) [10]. Andalusian 

poetry was also influenced by a diverse culture, as Arabic, 

Persian, and Greek influences mixed in, giving it an 

international character. 

 

Andalusian Prose  

Andalusian prose witnessed a remarkable development, 

whether in letter literature, narrative literature, or 

philosophical and historical literature. One of the most 

prominent examples of epistolary literature is Ibn Zaydun’s 

letters to Walada bint al-Mustakfi, which is considered one 

of the most wonderful things written in this field. These 

letters carried feelings of love and separation, and 

demonstrated Ibn Zaydun's skill in using language and 

literary aesthetics. As for narrative literature, the art of 

biography has developed significantly, as many Andalusian 

writers wrote biographies and travelogues that documented 

their trips to other countries. Among the most famous of 

these books are the biography of Ibn Jubayr and the 

biography of Ibn Battuta, who traveled the Islamic world 

and wrote about their experiences and observations. These 

works were not just a narration of facts, but rather 

represented a cultural and social vision of the Islamic world. 

At that time, the literature of philosophy and history also 

witnessed great development in Andalusia specially in the 

works of thinkers and philosophers such as Ibn Rushd and 

Ibn Khaldun. Ibn Rushd contributed to spreading Greek 

philosophy in the Islamic world, while Ibn Khaldun was one 

of the first to write about sociology and the history of 

nations, which left a major impact on philosophical and 

historical literature in the Arab and international world (Al-

Khatib, 2009) [2]. 

 

Other literary arts  

Travel literature: Travel literature was one of the literary 

genres for which Andalusian writers were famous, as they 

recorded their travels and experiences during their travels 

through various countries. Ibn Jubayr and Ibn Battuta wrote 

their travels, which is considered one of the most important 

books in travel literature. In these works, Andalusian 

travelers documented their observations of the different 

cultures they visited, both in the East and in North Africa, 

which allowed Andalusian literature to spread throughout 

wide areas (Peroz, 2016) [11]. Literature of asceticism and 

Sufism: In light of the turbulent political and social 

circumstances that Andalusia went through, Sufism became 

one of the prominent trends in Andalusian literature. Sufism 

deeply influenced Andalusian literature through poets such 

as Ibn Arabi and Ibn al-Farid, who added a special 

spirituality to the literature. The topics addressed by these 

poets were related to asceticism and repentance And 

spiritual communication with God, which made Andalusian 

literature stand out with an atmosphere of contemplation and 

spiritual philosophy.  
 

The influence of Andalusian literature on Arab and 

international literature 

Influencing Arabic literature: How writers in the Levant 
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transferred Andalusian literature to other cultures Andalusi 

literature has played a pivotal role in shaping Arabic 

literature in the Levant, as this literature moved to the 

Levant Arab through cultural and intellectual exchange 

between Andalusia and other regions. After the fall of 

Andalusia in 1492 AD, Andalusian writers and thinkers 

began to migrate to North Africa and the Levant, which 

contributed to the transfer of many Andalusian literary and 

intellectual currents to the Arab world. Ibn Rushd was one 

of the most prominent thinkers who contributed to this 

intellectual exchange He presented his philosophical and 

critical thought, which was influenced by Andalusian 

literature throughout the Arab world, including philosophy 

and religious sciences. In addition, Andalusian poetry, such 

as the poetry of Ibn Zaydun and Ibn Hani Al-Andalusi, was 

admired by writers in the East who were inspired by poetic 

styles and beautiful vocabulary, in addition to They were 

influenced by the flirtatious style for which Andalusian 

poets were famous (Siraj, 2011) [10].In another context, 

writers in the East, such as Ibn Arabi and Ibn al-Farid, 

contributed to adopting the styles of Andalusian poetry in 

their Sufi themes. They were influenced by Andalusian 

literature in the use of symbolism and the expression of 

divine love and spiritual mysticism, which added a new 

dimension to Arab Sufi literature in the Levant (Peroz, 

2016) [11]. 

 

Influence on Western literature: The influence of 

Andalusia on Spanish literature and translations from 

Arabic: Spanish literature was greatly influenced by 

Andalusian literature after a long period of cultural 

interaction between Muslims and Christians in the Iberian 

Peninsula. Translations from Arabic to Spanish contributed 

to the transfer of many literary and scientific works to the 

West. For example, many works by Andalusian 

philosophers and scholars such as Ibn Rushd were translated 

into Latin and Spanish Spanish poets such as García Laso de 

la Vega and Juan Boscan adopted Andalusian poetic forms, 

especially ghazal poems. The flirtatious poetry that was a 

feature of Andalusian literature became part of the Spanish 

literary heritage, and poetic styles such as sonnets and a 

literary style expressing feelings of love and beauty were 

adopted (Siraj, 2011) [10]. Translation from Arabic into 

Spanish has been a vital part From this influence, it helped 

transfer many literary and philosophical texts from 

Andalusia to Spanish literature, and thus contributed to 

building a bridge between cultures. For example, the 

translations of One Thousand and One Nights and One 

Thousand and One Nights of Andalusia played a role in 

inspiring Spanish literature in the Spanish Renaissance 

period, as Spanish novels began to be inspired in their 

themes and literary style by oriental stories (Peroz, 2016) 

[11].  

 

The influence of Andalusian literature on Arab and 

international literature 

Influencing Arabic literature: How writers in the Levant 

transferred Andalusian literature to other cultures 

Andalusian literature has played a pivotal role in shaping 

Arabic literature in the Levant, as this literature was 

transmitted to the Arab Levant through cultural and 

intellectual exchange between Andalusia and other regions. 

After the fall of Andalusia in 1492 AD, Andalusian writers 

and thinkers began to migrate to North Africa and the 

Levant, which contributed to He transferred many 

Andalusian literary and intellectual trends to the Arab 

world. Ibn Rushd was one of the most prominent thinkers 

who contributed to this intellectual exchange, as he 

presented his philosophical and critical thought that was 

influenced by Andalusian literature throughout the Arab 

world, including philosophy and religious sciences. In 

addition, Andalusian poetry, such as the poetry of Ibn 

Zaydun and Ibn Hani Al-Andalusi, was admired by writers 

in the East who were inspired by poetic styles And beautiful 

vocabulary, in addition to being influenced by the flirtatious 

style for which Andalusian poets are famous (Siraj, 2011) 

[10]. In another context, writers in the East, such as Ibn Arabi 

and Ibn al-Farid, contributed to adopting the styles of 

Andalusian poetry in their Sufi themes. They were 

influenced by Andalusian literature in the use of symbolism 

and the expression of divine love and spiritual mysticism, 

which added a new dimension to Arab Sufi literature in the 

Levant (Peroz, 2016) [11]. 

 

Influence on Western literature: The influence of 

Andalusia on Spanish literature and translations from 

Arabic. Spanish literature was greatly influenced by 

Andalusian literature after a long period of cultural 

interaction between Muslims and Christians in the Iberian 

Peninsula. Translations from Arabic to Spanish contributed 

to the transfer of many literary and scientific works to the 

West. For example, many of the works of Andalusian 

philosophers and scholars such as Ibn Rushd were translated 

into Latin and Spanish, which played a prominent role in 

spreading Andalusian philosophical and scientific thought in 

Europe During the Middle Ages. Ibn Rushd's works, which 

dealt with Aristotelian philosophy and its relationship with 

Islam, were the basis for the development of European 

philosophy in modern times, as his thought became a 

reference in Europe in that era. Andalusian poetry also had a 

profound influence on classical Spanish literature, as 

Spanish poets such as García Laso de la Vega and Juan 

Boscan adopted Andalusian poetic forms, especially 

ghazals. The flirtatious poetry that was a feature of 

Andalusian literature became part of the Spanish literary 

heritage, and poetic styles such as sonnets and a literary 

style expressing feelings of love and beauty were adopted 

(Siraj, 2011) [10]. Translation from Arabic into Spanish has 

been a vital part of this influence, helping to transfer many 

literary and philosophical texts from Andalusia into Spanish 

literature, thus contributing to building a bridge between 

cultures. For example, the translations of One Thousand and 

One Nights and One Thousand and One Nights of Andalusia 

played a role in inspiring Spanish literature in the Spanish 

Renaissance period, as Spanish novels began to be inspired 

in their themes and literary style by oriental stories (Peroz, 

2016) [11]. 

 

Results and Discussion 

Andalusian literature has been a fundamental pillar in the 

development of Arabic literature. Andalusian literature is 

considered one of the richest and most important literary 

branches in the history of Arabic literature, as it was 

distinguished by innovation and creativity, thanks to the 

cultural and intellectual diversity that Andalusia witnessed. 

Andalusia has been a meeting place for many different 

cultures, including Arabs, Jews, and Christians, which has 

profoundly influenced Results on literary and intellectual 
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styles. Influences from Persian, Indian, and Greek literature 

were integrated into Andalusian literature, which 

contributed to the development of literary genres in this 

period (Siraj, 2011) [10]. He presented innovative literary 

forms such as philosophical literature and narrative prose. 
2-Cultural interaction between Arabs, Jews, and Christians 

prevailed in Andalusian literature, which influenced the 

thought of writers and their books Andalusian literature was 

remarkably diverse, as it included many literary styles such 

as philosophical, sentimental, and narrative poetry. 

Andalusian poetry was also characterized by the use of new 

poetic styles such as Such as the muwashahat, which 

combined Arabic, Hebrew, and Roman languages. These 

literary styles added a special character to Andalusian 

literature and distinguished it from other traditional Arabic 

literature (Peroz, 2016) [11]. Also, the philosophical works of 

writers such as Ibn Rushd and Ibn Zaydun were rich in 

intellectual elements inspired by Persian and Indian 

philosophy. For example, Ibn Rushd developed the ideas of 

Ibn Sina, which contributed to enriching Islamic philosophy 

and its influence on Western thought in the Middle Ages 

(Mahmoud, 2008) [6].  
 

Table 1: The most important Andalusian writers and their impact on Arabic and Persian literature. 
 

Writer Impact on Indian Literature Impact on Persian Literature Impact on Arabic Literature 

Ibn 

Zaydun 
Influenced Sufi Indian poetry 

Influenced Persian poetry, especially in 

themes of love 

Contributed to the development of romantic 

and emotional poetry 

Ibn 

Rushd 

His ideas on logic and rationality influenced 

Indian philosophy 

His philosophical ideas influenced 

Persian philosophy 

Had a deep influence on Islamic philosophy 

and rational thought 

Ibn Arabi Influenced Sufi poetry in Indian literature Sufi influence on Persian poetry Influenced Arabic Sufi poetry 

 

 
*The green line represents the influence of Andalusian literature on Arabic poetry: It began to rise from the 9th century, reached its 

peak in the Abbasid and Mamluk eras (13th-14th centuries), and then declined slightly as the influence continued and the red line 

represents the influence of Andalusian literature on Persian poetry. The influence began slowly, but clearly increased starting in the 

Safavid era (16th century), and reached its peak in the 17th-18th centuries.  
 

Curve 1: A curve that shows the extent of the influence of Andalusian literature on Arabic and Persian poetry throughout the ages, from the 

beginning of the Andalusian era until the 8th century. 

 
Table 2: Styles of Andalusian literature  

 

Literary Type Distinctive Features Prominent Writers 

Romantic poetry Emotion, love, longing; using nature in poetry Ibn Zaydun, Ibn Hazm 

Philosophical poetry Rational logic, philosophical reflections, influence of Greek thought Ibn Rushd, Ibn Sina 

Muwashahat Linguistic diversity, complex poetic meters Ibn Sahl al-Isra’ili, Ibn Quzman 

Sufi literature Spiritual contemplation, mystical striving for union with God Ibn Arabi, Al-Hallaj 
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The timeline axis, impact axis (level of impact) x * 
* Shows how the influence of Andalusian literature started weak in the 11th century, then gradually increased throughout the Middle 

Ages. It peaked in the 16th-17th centuries with its influence on classical Spanish literature such as Cervantes. It then slightly declined 

in the 18th-19th centuries, with a resurgence of interest in the 20th centuries. 
 

Curve 2: A curve that shows the extent of the influence of Andalusian literature on Arabic and Persian poetry throughout the ages, from the 

beginning of the Andalusian era until the 8th century. 

 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, despite the devastation inflicted on 

Andalusia, Andalusian literature has been able to leave an 

indelible mark on Arab and world literature. It has 

contributed to the formation of Arab, Eastern and Western 

literature, and has remained a source of inspiration for 

subsequent generations around the world. Andalusia has 

greatly influenced Arabic and world literature. By offering 

innovative and diverse literary forms. Andalusian literature 

was a mirror of Arab and Western culture in that period, and 

his works still constitute an important source of study and 

literary inspiration. 
 

References  

1. Abu Ouda A. Andalusian literature: Its origin and 

development. Cairo: Dar Al-Fikr Al-Arabi; 1995. 

2. Al-Khatib M. Islamic civilization in Andalusia. Beirut: 

Arab Thought Foundation; 2009. 

3. Al-Kindi T. Andalusian literature in Islamic eras: A 

study of literary and intellectual development. Baghdad: 

Arab Thought House; 2005. 

4. Al-Shihabi F. Andalusian literature: Its impact on 

Arabic literature. Arab Lit J. 2010;25(2):34-45. 

5. Kandil I. Travels in Andalusian literature: An analytical 

study. Cult Stud J. 2012;30(4):78-89. 

6. Mahmoud A. The philosophical legacy of Ibn Rushd. 

Islamic Thought Rev. 2008;5(2):97-114. 

7. Mahmoud N. Translations of Andalusian literature into 

Spanish: Its influence on classical Spanish literature. 

Madrid: Spanish Publishing House; 2014. 

8. Maimoun A. The history of Andalusia: From the 

conquest to the fall. Tehran: Dar Al-Thaqafa; 2008. 

9. Piroz A. Persian literature and its influence on 

Andalusian literature. Tehran: Persian Book House; 

2016. 

10. Siraj M. The innovation in Andalusian literature. Cairo: 

Arab Cultural Center; 2011. 

11. Peroz A. Cross-cultural influence in Andalusian poetry. 

J Middle East Lit. 2016;22(3):211-225. 

12. Saeed A. Andalusian poetry: Style and influence. 

Beirut: Dar Al-Jamal; 2000. 

13. Sarraj H. The influence of Andalusian literature on 

Persian and Indian literature. Lit Stud J. 2011;15(3):88-

102. 

 

https://www.allresearchjournal.com/

