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Abstract 
Rashtra Sant Tukdoji Maharaj (1909–1968) was a saint, social reformer, and literary figure whose 
works fused spiritual depth with practical social ethics. His writings are not confined to devotional or 
mystical themes; they extend into the realm of socio- political consciousness, human rights, rural 
development and moral regeneration. Among his literary contributions, ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ stands out as 
a heartfelt poetic tribute to Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ is more than 
an elegy or commemorative poem; it is a spiritual- political manifesto, weaving together Gandhiji’s 
life, ideals and sacrifices into lyrical verses that inspire action and moral introspection. Through this 
work, Tukdoji Maharaj channels the emotional grief of the nation after Gandhiji’s assassination in 1948 
and transforms it into a call for the continuation of Gandhian principles in daily life. The ‘Gandhi 
Gitanjali’ emerged in a period of deep national mourning. Gandhiji’s assassination shook India’s moral 
and emotional core. The loss was not merely political; it was spiritual. For millions, Gandhiji 
symbolized truth (Satya) and non- violence (Ahinsa). Tukdoji Maharaj, who himself had been a 
participant in the freedom movement and an admirer of Gandhiji’s philosophy, saw the assassination 
not as the end of Gandhiji’s work but as a sacred responsibility passed on to the nation. Composing 
‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ allowed him to articulate the grief of the masses while reaffirming the moral 
framework Gandhiji had gifted to India. The title ‘Gitanjali’ is significant. Borrowing from the tradition 
of devotional offerings, much like Rabindranath Tagore’s Gitanjali, Tukdoji’s ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ treats 
Gandhiji not merely as a political leader but as a saintly figure, a Mahatma whose life was an offering 
to God and humanity. 
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Introduction 

Among the countless literary and spiritual tributes paid to Mahatma Gandhi, ‘Gandhi 
Gitanjali’ by Rashtra Sant Tukdoji Maharaj occupies a unique and revered place. He is 
known as the Rashtra Sant (Saint of the Nation), was a philosopher, saint -poet, social 
reformer, and freedom fighter who devoted his entire life to uplifting the Indian masses. 
When Mahatma Gandhi passed away in 1948, the nation was engulfed in grief. For millions, 
Mahatmaji was not only a political leader but also the embodiment of India’s moral 
conscience. In this context, he composed ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’, a poetic pen portrait of the 
Mahatma. This work is not merely an obituary or a eulogy; it is a devotional hymn, a 
philosophical reflection, and a moral guide, painting Gandhiji as an eternal ideal for 
humanity. The text celebrates Gandhiji’s life, struggles, values and sacrifice in a deeply 
lyrical and spiritual manner, elevating him to the status of a saint- prophet of modern times. 
Poet adopts a poetic form rooted in bhakti tradition, combining simplicity with musicality. 
His verses are meant to be sung and recited, much like his bhajans, which ensured their wide 
reach among the masses. Unlike conventional biographies or historical sketches, ‘Gandhi 
Gitanjali’ is not concerned with chronological detail. Instead, it paints a pen portrait - a 
symbolic and moral image of Gandhiji. Through metaphors, similes, and devotional imagery, 
he portrays Gandhiji as: a moral beacon in an age of darkness, a sage- warrior who fought 
without weapons, a Rama- like figure; embodying dharma amidst adharma and a Christ- like 
martyr; embracing death as sacrifice. The central focus of ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ is Gandhiji’s 
unwavering adherence to Satya (Truth) and Ahinsa (Non-Violence). He presents Gandhiji as 
a modern -day rishi who lived by these eternal values. The poem highlights: Gandhiji’s 
insistence that Truth is God; elevating morality above dogma, His practice of non- violence 
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not as a strategy but as a way of life, His ability to convert 

political struggle into a spiritual sadhana. His portrait 

emphasizes that Gandhiji’s greatness lay not in political 

success but in his moral courage. By portraying Gandhiji as 

the apostle of truth and non- violence, poet elevates him to 

the pantheon of world prophets. 

Poet also presents Gandhiji as a yogi, though not in the 

traditional sense of renunciation. Instead, Gandhiji is 

depicted as a karma- yogi and raj- rishi (a saintly 

statesman), whose life was an offering of Tapasya 

(austerity). His simple attire of khadi is praised as a symbol 

of humility and solidarity, His fasts are described as acts of 

moral purification- not mere political tools, His celibacy 

(brahmacharya) is portrayed as a source of spiritual strength. 

By highlighting these aspects, Tukdoji portrays Gandhiji as 

someone who spiritualized politics and made public life an 

arena of selfless service. Another recurring theme in 

‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ is Gandhiji’s empathy for the 

marginalized. Poet highlights how Gandhiji dedicated his 

life to the service of: the untouchables (whom he called 

Harijan), the poor villagers- who were the backbone of 

India, women- whom he encouraged to join the freedom 

struggle, the labourers and peasants- whose dignity he 

restored. Through poetic imagery, poet portrays Gandhiji as 

the voice of the voiceless and the guardian of the 

downtrodden. This resonates with Tukdoji’s own 

Gramgeeta, where he emphasizes upliftment of the rural 

poor as the path to national regeneration. The spinning 

wheel (charkha) becomes a recurring motif, symbolizing 

self-reliance, economic independence, and the dignity of 

labour. It is portrayed as both a practical tool and a 

meditative act- echoing Gandhiji’s own fusion of material 

and spiritual independence. 

The tragic assassination of Gandhiji deeply shook the poet, 

as it did the entire nation. ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ devotes 

poignant verses to this martyrdom. Gandhiji’s death is 

depicted not as an end but as a culmination of his spiritual 

journey. His last words, “Hey Ram,” are seen as a return to 

the divine, His martyrdom is compared to the sacrifice of 

great saints and prophets, His blood is depicted as a seed 

that will continue to inspire generations. The most important 

theme is the insistence that Gandhiji’s work must continue. 

Tukdoji warns that merely idolizing ‘Gandhi’ as a past 

figure will betray his legacy. The ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ 

repeatedly reminds the reader that the true homage is to 

practice Gandhiji’s ideals in daily conduct - simplicity, 

honesty, service, and fearlessness. Gandhiji is transformed 

from a political leader into an immortal ideal, a symbol of 

the eternal struggle for truth and justice. ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ 

is more than a literary tribute; it is a cultural document of 

India’s grief and reverence for Gandhiji. It reflects the: 

Emotional pulse of post- independence India, mourning the 

loss of its father figure, Spiritual interpretation of Gandhiji’s 

legacy- ensuring that his message remained alive beyond 

politics, Integration of bhakti literature with modern history- 

showing how traditional forms can express contemporary 

experiences. Poet thus bridges the gap between saint- poet 

traditions of India and the modern nationalist movement, 

ensuring Gandhiji’s memory is sanctified in cultural 

consciousness.  

There is also a deep personal resonance between Mahatma 

Gandhi and Tukdoji Maharaj. Both were: Advocates of rural 

upliftment and self- reliance, Champions of truth, morality, 

and non- violence, Spiritual leaders who inspired political 

and social action. Thus, ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ can also be read 

as Tukdoji’s self- identification with ‘Gandhi’s Mission’, 

expressing his own ideals through the portrayal of Gandhiji. 

But the poet used to say that he was never the disciple of 

Gandhiji nor the Gandhiji was; only has respect for each 

other, because both has same mission. 

 

मैं ग ांधीजी क  नही शिष्य रह , न  ग ांधी मेरे कही ां भक्त रहे I 

पर पे्रम थ  हम दोनोां में बड , वह शमट न  सक  कोई ल ख कहे 

II (Tukdoji 36) 

 

Even today, ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ remains relevant because: It 

preserves Gandhiji’s image not as a politician but as a moral 

guide, it inspires contemporary society to rethink values of 

truth- simplicity and non- violence, it bridges literature- 

spirituality and social philosophy, offering a holistic portrait 

of Gandhiji. In an era where materialism and violence 

dominate, Tukdoji’s poetic tribute reminds us of Gandhiji’s 

timeless ideals. 

 

Conclusion 

‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ is both a song of sorrow and a hymn of 

hope. Rashtra Sant Tukdoji Maharaj immortalized Gandhiji 

not by freezing him in the past but by urging future 

generations to live out his teachings. The work blends 

devotion, patriotism and social philosophy into a single 

poetic offering, making it one of the most significant literary 

tributes to Mahatma Gandhi in Indian literature. By placing 

Gandhiji within the framework of Indian spiritual tradition 

while emphasizing his socio-political mission, Tukdoji 

Maharaj ensured that Gandhiji’s message would be 

accessible to all- literate or illiterate, urban or rural, young 

or old. Thus, ‘Gandhi Gitanjali’ is not only a portrait of a 

man but also a hymn to an ideal - a timeless offering that 

continues to inspire generations. It is not merely about 

Gandhiji; it is about the Gandhian in each of us. It is an 

invitation to spin the charkha of our own conscience, weave 

the cloth of justice, and wear the garment of truth. 
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