
 

~ 110 ~ 

 
ISSN Print: 2394-7500 

ISSN Online: 2394-5869 

Impact Factor (RJIF): 8.69 

IJAR 2025; 11(9): 110-117 

www.allresearchjournal.com 

Received: 27-07-2025 

Accepted: 29-08-2025 

 

Dr. Balendra Kumar Singh 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of English, 

Government Degree College, 

Gahmar, Ghazipur, Uttar 

Pradesh, India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Dr. Balendra Kumar Singh 

Assistant Professor, 

Department of English, 

Government Degree College, 

Gahmar, Ghazipur, Uttar 

Pradesh, India 

 

Rajeshwar Prasad’s ‘now, forever yours’: Humanity's 

deepest love, society's moral compass 

 
Balendra Kumar Singh 
 

DOI: https://www.doi.org/10.22271/allresearch.2025.v11.i9b.12859  

 
Abstract 

The Scribe of the Subcontinent-famed Rajeshwar Prasad's 'Now, Forever Yours' has come up with a 

one-of-a-kind literary success. It skilfully walks the reader through the profound lives of Arran and 

Abby from delicate youth to tenacious love as they keep on challenging societal standards and delve 

into the innermost corners of their human nature. In truth, the novel does not shy away from presenting 

the issues of marital discord and legal complications; however, at the same time, it manages to depict 

the human spirit bravely and with great accuracy of the psychological aspect. A story of humanity and 

morality which, 'Now, Forever Yours', as a package deal, provides warmth, knowledge, and faith in 

love’s restoring power, thus being not only a very poignant and heart-talked about contemporary 

relationships issue but also, the novel becomes a very important commentary aesthetically. This is a 

revelation indeed, a work that connects in-depth with the human condition. 
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Introduction 

An Introduction to Love's Enduring Symphony 

The notion of ‘love’ in the ‘Gita’ has been depicted as a pluralistic idea. Love is described as 

being self-sacrificing, devotional, and kind for all through the different verses of the ‘Gita’. 

Some of the key verses are 12.13, which talks about a compassionate and tranquil devotee of 

God. The ‘Gita’ ‘reveals:  

 

‘अद्वेष्टा सववभूतानाां मैत्र: करुण एव च | 

ननमवमो ननरहङ्कार: समद:ुखसुख: क्षमी ||’ [1] 

 

In Sri Aurobindo's ‘Savitri’, love is depicted as the first, supreme, and creative change agent 

that it is not only one of the human feelings but a godly one, which conquers death and 

recreates the cosmos. It is recounted that love first manifests itself in the form of impulse or 

pleasant madness, thereafter it becomes a boundless spiritual longing, and finally is 

recognised as a transforming, indestructible power which can alter matter and human spirit to 

the likeness of a divine flame.  

Love is mentioned in the ‘Bible’ in many different ways, with, ‘Corinthians’ (13:4-8) one of 

the most cited love characteristics is the listing of the traits of love being patient, kind, and 

not jealous, not arrogant, and always protecting, trusting, hoping, and persevering.  

‘For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth [2].’ 

Shakespeare's ‘Sonnet CXVI’, which is also referred to as ‘True Love’, describes true love as 

‘the marriage of true minds’ – a union that is loyal and of a constant nature, not changing 

either with time or with the surrounding conditions. It is an ‘ever-fixed mark’ and a ‘star’ 

that offers unshakable guidance, going on to ‘the very verge of doom’ by its steadfastness. 

This love is not impacted by changes in the environment, remaining faithful even when the 

ones that we love ‘alteration finds’, and its worth is only acknowledged when it gets tough. 

The poet says: 

‘O no! It is an ever-fixed mark 

That looks on tempests, and is never shaken...’ [3] 
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Among the great constellation of human stories where 

authors like Arundhati Roy, Jane Austen, and Chetan 

Bhagat have depicted the intricate relationships between 

hearts and societies, a new star begins to shine brightly and 

attractively. ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is not only a novel, but it 

is also an epic poem of the soul and a very deep exploration 

of love's constant and sometimes stormy journey. This work 

is likely to be loved by readers who are over 18 years old 

and particularly by those who are looking for a narrative 

with psychological depth, social criticism, and the eternal 

fight for harmony in the midst of chaos. The story is so 

natural and so tightly done that it goes beyond the normal 

conventions of love and presents the human experience as 

the one that is the first, the most humane, the most 

interesting, the most virtuous, the most moral, and the most 

heart-touching. 

‘Now, Forever Yours’ gains ground to win the heart of the 

readers and is a piece of writing that any reader would like 

mainly for its total truthfulness, its careful mixture of raw 

emotion and deep reflection, and its firm faith in the 

indomitable human spirit. It does not shy from challenging 

old ideas about love, marriage, and family, but rather puts 

forth the idea that these are not perfect states but rather 

places where the deepest relationships are very often the 

result of the toughest conflicts and the greatest 

understandings. The storyline of the novel revolves around 

the life of the main character, Arran, the hero and depicts 

Abby as the heroine who is just as fascinating as the hero. 

Her life was bound to his from the very beginning of their 

tender age through their long journey of the exploration of 

their wants, relationship, and finally the society that they 

belonged to. As the reader follows them from around 14 

years of age when the story is started, the transformation of 

a pattern of the journey from innocent love to a deep, rebuilt 

love becomes a new way to look at the classical themes of 

love, sex, and marriage, but this time not as simple things, 

rather with unprecedented depth and moral significance. 

‘Now, Forever Yours’ This piece takes a great plunge to 

uncover the deeply layered ‘human nature’, and narrates its 

unusual narrative architecture, stimulating character 

development, dealing with the universal theme, and finally 

giving hope and resolute love. We will visit the peaks of 

love and passion, the valleys of marital discord, and the 

difficult legal aspects along with the zenith of spiritual and 

artistic change and in so doing, we argue that this novel is 

not simply a story it is a reflection of the deepest and most 

intimate aspects of the human condition providing comfort, 

insight, and a continually renewing faith in the power of 

‘Now, Forever Yours’. The novelist says: 

‘Abby never said, ‘yes’, but her heart was not as plain or 

empty as was in the past. When he knew that Arran loved 

her, her heart was coloured with romance. She said nothing 

but used to think about him and his love for her. However, 

she left her testament a secret, and the way of her heart was 

locked [4].’ 

Arran and Abby's destiny link saga begins with the tender 

innocence of youth, but it also hints at the very deep later-on 

intensity of their story. In the same renowned school in their 

hometown, they meet. Arran, a son of a rich family, has the 

privilege of being with a special kind of quality and maybe 

even a little confidence that often comes with being born 

into a nice family. Yet, inside this cage of superficial charm 

lies his heart that is capable of great love and loyalty, and as 

a result, he becomes very quickly drawn to Abby. She, 

likewise, a girl at the same school, needs to have something 

special in her and be strong enough to attract Arran's 

attention and thus establish a connection that is both instant 

and fated. Their youth year, the ordeal through which they 

get to know themselves and their first feelings, become the 

stage of Arran's first passionate love. This phase, which is 

often idealised, is portrayed in 'Now, Forever Yours' with a 

certain finesse, giving an account of the embryonic, 

frequently mute nature of adolescent love, but also 

reflecting the importance of future promise. The looks that 

are not spoken, the smiles that are shared, the changes in 

classroom dynamics that are subtle – all these minute events 

are there to illustrate their early loves’ grand tapestry. 

Turning point in the story, the futures of the characters, 

which depend heavily on the decisions they make, cause a 

temporary physical separation from each other, while at the 

same time deepening the emotional exchange between them. 

Arran decides exactly how and where he wants to spend his 

future years, and he does it following the route most likely 

characterised by brainwork and charity work. Eventually, he 

enters a prominent medical college where he undergoes a 

demanding course of study necessitating discipline and 

sharpness of intellect. Besides his natural skills and strength, 

which are proven by the good marks in school, it is his loyal 

love towards Abby that is the trait that most impresses and 

stands out in him during these years of formation. On the 

other hand, Abby takes her own road in education and goes 

to a different university. That time when they were apart due 

to their studies could have resulted in their love fading 

away, which is the usual outcome in cases of close personal 

contact and new experiences. Still, it is due to Arran's level 

of commitment that he is among the last people to forget 

her, and thus, he is the cause of their rendezvous, which is 

not only sublime but also becomes a respite in the middle of 

their hard days. 

What makes those first chapters particularly engaging is that 

Abby is extremely cautious with her feelings. Though Arran 

is very obvious with his feelings of love and keeps on 

coming after her, she has her ‘secret of love’, a mute sign of 

the depth of her feeling when she is maybe not ready to say 

it out loud or let anyone see it. This shyness is not an 

indication of a lack of opinion, but a safe could be a wish to 

protect what little she has and something like an 

apprehension of how it will affect her if the feeling turns out 

to be very strong. This latent interplay becomes interesting 

in their early love, as it is no longer a trivial boy-meets-girl 

story but a hint at the fact that Abby is not so much a 

character of hurt and unexpected depth but one who is 

strong and meditates and those qualities will have a big 

impact on her when hardships happen. 

It is the depiction of the pivotal moment in the 

consummation of their love, both emotionally and 

physically, with the mixture of the poetic and the raw 

human frailty. The raging rain is one of the knights of love 

consummation poeticism, a night synonymous with love, 

reflecting the downpour of feelings that one finally breaches 

Abby’s defences, breach. Alone at her place, defenceless 

against the storm and maybe her own awakening urge, Abby 

perceives Arran's coming not as a mere physical 

manifestation but as a ‘shower of love’ – a symbolic 

purification and a meteoric cascade of love. In this very 

moment, she lets her love for him ‘cover sexual pleasure 

wholeheartedly’. The event, which in no way is over the top, 

tells how the long flirtation of the two lovers has at last 
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reached its natural and emotional climax; their deep 

emotional relationship is now moving to be expressed 

physically. The novelist says: 

‘He once wrote her a love note, which she gladly took. 

Reading the letter, her attitude was sweet, never revolting. 

Whatever her response was, she never saw him just her own 

way. So, Arran tried to know her attitude about whether she 

loved him or not, but it was not disclosed by her in any way 
[5].’ 

From that night on, their relationship becomes more 

profound and more real, yet it is a secret they only share 

with themselves, a pact that is sacred and still is hidden from 

the world until they mutually agree it is the right time. One 

of their most notable character traits and the magnitude of 

their feelings for one another is the strong decision, ‘not to 

disclose it till their marriage’. It is a promise fortified by 

mutual respect and a clear outlook on their future, turning 

their adolescent passion into a deep, purposeful 

commitment. The book beautifully portrays this 

transformation, illustrating how the purity of first love 

evolves into a conscious, joint path, and the beginnings of 

their union that they both believe will be ‘forever yours’ are 

laid. Their first step into love, commitment, and the fragile 

balance between youthful passion and mature discretion not 

only foreshadows but also deeply roots the strength of their 

first bond to be challenged in the complicated plot that 

eventually unfolds further on. The novelist says: 

‘O my spirit! Believe me, I love you. I will die unmarried I 

will die unloved, but will never love anyone except you. I 

will never marry any other except you. You must understand 

that I am hot to be loved I am ready to be loved. I have left 

to eat food in your name. It has become non-consumable for 

me [6].’ 

 

The Arc of Matrimony: Love, Strife, and the Crushing 

Weight of Expectation 

The story of ‘Now, Forever Yours’ very skilfully moves on 

from the secrecy and the forbidden desire of the young 

lovers to the formalisation of their marriage, a depiction 

usually shown as a thing of beauty but here presented with 

the same tone as the rest of the book, with no compromise to 

the harsh realities of life. After Arran finished his medical 

course and got his practice started, which are both signs of 

his firm will and high intellect, the time for the public 

declaration of their love arrived. Arran and Abby, who have 

secretly been in love with each other for years, make their 

intention to marry known. Their parents, probably feeling 

the inevitability of the union, not only witness the depth of 

their relationship, accept their proposal. The wedding, a 

holy ritual representing hope and new life, is celebrated, 

symbolising the official beginning of their life together. 

Their mutual love and happiness initially seem to reflect the 

passionate love that had attracted them to each other. They 

‘love one another and live happily’, a phrase that calls to 

mind the picture of an ideal young marriage, full of common 

dreams and reciprocal affection. This particular time of 

concord is very important as it acts like a comparison 

between the present conflict of their tranquillity and the 

following events. It shows that their love was real, their 

promise genuine, and their happiness, if not forever, very 

deep for a while. However, the author is not showing this 

initial happiness as an end but as a transient mood, which is 

vulnerable to the characters' pressure, and the intricacies of 

living together, unspoken expectations, and the subtle 

degradations that may even affect the strongest of 

relationships. The novelist says: 

‘O my spirit, Abby! I adore you, but you do not love me, 

which has become obvious. I put a lot of effort into 

capturing your heart in various ways but to no avail. 

Whatever you think about me you are the only one in my 

heart whom I love. My situation has become critical, since 

the moment that I came to school, I watch my friends talk 

about their relationship with their special somebody, and I 

am without a special somebody [7].’ 

Subsequently, the novel takes a turn and expresses very 

vividly how lovers' daily life problems may affect even the 

most passionate of loves. ‘But over time, tussles occur 

frequently. Woes and sorrows embrace them. They lose 

peace and the rest of their life’. The first sentence indicates 

the moment things start to go downhill, and thus the tragic 

narrative moves on from one of marital bliss to one dotted 

with conflicts. The term ‘tussling’ is at the very beginning, 

and the descrip­tion is very vague, which allows the readers 

to draw from their own experiences with similar situations. 

Possibly, the stresses brought upon by Arran's intense 

medical career, the pressure of blending two distinctly 

driven characters and families, or simply the confrontations 

due to differences in expectations with regard to partnership. 

What we know for sure is that all these things happening 

one after the other make them lose the sense of harmony 

they once had with each other. The line ‘woes and sorrows 

embrace them’ is very touching. It talks about suffering as a 

constant that is always with them, like a shadow that doesn't 

leave them even a bit of comfort and rest that marriage is 

supposed to give them. The novelist says: 

‘Listening to her, Abby got fired. Telling her insults that she 

was an old woman and that she should not have said any of 

this. She warned not to excite her...not to burn her. Dali’s 

language was intolerable for Abby presently. So, she said 

not to speak; otherwise, the result would be adverse [8].’ 

The heavy emotional burden brought about by this 

continuous friction is just made worse by a tragic event of 

Abby getting pregnant and the pregnancy ending in a 

miscarriage. This occurrence, heartbreaking as it may be for 

any couple, turns out to be a loudspeaker of the existing 

marital discord between them. Usually, the death of a baby, 

a dream coming apart quickly, bonds couples to each other 

through shared mourning. Even so, with Arran and Abby, 

who are already close to being deeply unhappy, it seems that 

this loss puts an even bigger gap between them. The 

miscarriage, as a bodily indication of loss, represents the 

emotional loss that they have in their love relationship. It’s a 

deeply human portrayal, revealing how outside pressures 

tangled with inner turmoil can weigh on people until they’re 

stuck ‘living together, yet finding no peace or rest’. Sharing 

the same room only makes the miles between them feel 

longer. The home that once wrapped them in love now feels 

like a battlefield, where silence cuts sharper than words and 

no one offers comfort or rest. The novelist says: 

‘Having all that said, she went toward her bedroom and 

picked up a packet of poison. When she was about to eat 

some tablets, her in-laws went to her and dissuaded her from 

taking them. But she continued to do so for some weeks or 

some days, and her in-laws continued to soften her in any 

way [9].’ 

Namely, ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is not the traditional love 

story anymore that has always been presented from the same 

angle. It goes into the behind-the-scenes of the daily life of a 
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married couple and does not shy away from showing their 

troubles. It quite courageously deals with how love can die 

when it is left devoid of care, openness, and giving one 

another ground. It shows how incommunicable conflicts 

dominate the relationship, how the characters depict the 

small ‘tussles’ that slowly but surely become an unbearable 

weight that you feel suffocating under them, and that 

annihilates the happiness that once defined the relationship. 

The novel, instead of getting rid of this agonising existence, 

relinquishes it as part and parcel of its ethical nature, thus 

making it a powerful and evocative work for all those who 

have either come across or felt the commitment difficulties 

of a long-term relationship. The novelist reveals: 

‘On the other hand, there was a tussle between Dali and 

Abby. Bali was struck by Abby, but he was unscathed since 

he had already shut his bedroom externally to the world. 

Dali was unable to seal off her room, and she was violently 

attacked, and severely beaten. She also beat her. Both were 

injured lightly. Several domestic items were destroyed. 

Arran also kicked Abby and went to the hospital [10].’ 

Such a moment is not insignificant in the progress of the 

plot to portray the level of suffering of humans and their 

indomitable spirit that ‘Now, Forever Yours’ desires to 

unveil, where the insinuation of the hard-won lasting love 

victory is made. 

 

‘Now, Forever Yours’: raw and jagged, shattering the 

fragile ground beneath Arran and Abby’s love 

What’s left is a plunge into a shadowed ravine of suspicion, 

sudden violence, and the cold weight of legal battles. The 

couple’s early marriage difficulties have sown the seeds of 

strife that are now coming to fruition with the very real 

possibility of the relationship being irrevocably severed. The 

decision to have a second child for Abby, a turning point 

that could have probably brought light to their parties after 

the miscarriage, is going to be the source of a rift that will 

reach unimaginably high levels and allow Arran to display 

the darkest parts of his nature. The novelist says: 

‘They said, “We are not in a situation to tolerate her now. O, 

people! Let us breathe! Save our lives! Save us! We are 

dying. Our life has been turned into hell. It is very clearly 

observable, and aside from us, no one else has directly 

observed it. Whoever wants to see hell, must come to our 

place. O God, save us! Take us out of hell. Twenty-four 

hours for television, of television, and by television. She 

tells us she has not flipped a spoon in her own home [11].’ 

The chain of events that led to this is very simple, yet the 

outcome is tragic: ‘One day, Arran sees her talking to an 

unknown man on the phone’. In the state their marriage is 

in, where they had already lost the calm, and where the 

suspicion was probably bubbling under the surface, this 

little thing that is seen through the view of Arran’s paranoia 

makes it look much worse than it probably is. The 

‘unknown man’ is not just a new acquaintance anymore, but 

it turns into a treacherous symbol that sets the fire of ruinous 

jealousy in him. Instead of doing the exact opposite, that is, 

looking for the truth, conversing, thus clearing things out, 

Arran goes into a rage with no limits: ‘He suspects and beats 

her badly.’ This act of domestic violence, which is a terrible 

advance within the emotional decay that is already taking 

place in their relationship, is the point where the 

dramatisation of the tragic consequences of the conflict that 

is left unresolved, inductive suspicion, and physical 

violence, which is a husband-wife relationship, comes forth. 

The novel does not leave out any detail of the crime, thus 

emphasising its human and moral allegiance to the portrayal 

of the full spectrum of human experience, even its most 

painful aspects. The novelist reveals: 

‘O dog! Do you know me? Do you know my parents? We 

will lick you as jelly and will digest. They shall roast us 

alive and nobody will rise to defend us. You consider me as 

‘nitric acid’. You must have realized that I am "super nitric 

acid plus" which not only will destroy your body but also 

your soul. At this time I am not ready to go back and I know 

only how to go forward. You have to understand that I am 

not a typical Hindu woman, but a highly innovative Indian 

Hindu woman, a result of television and Western 

civilization [12].’ 

One leviathan pose that is fetid and ranges in horror is the 

immediate consequence of Arran's cruelty; Abby, already 

pregnant, ‘gives birth to a baby in the seventh month of her 

pregnancy.’ The birth of their child prematurely is, sadly, a 

direct and tragic effect of the violence that she is subjected 

to and it, in turn, highlights the extreme helplessness of the 

pregnant woman on the lowest side of the issue and the 

whole circle of domestic violence that goes on infinitely. 

Though the line is: ‘However, they are safe’, indicating that 

both the mother and the baby survive the ordeal, the pain 

caused is beyond measure. The heartbreak scene draws the 

artists in their ultimate characters at their darkest, hanging 

by a thin line of barely conceivable family destruction, and 

yet an innocent life forced to face the ordeal in the worst 

way. The novelist says: 

‘A heavy crowd assembled there. They began to discuss the 

issue in different ways. The other individuals were surprised 

by the critical state of a gentry family in the city. On the one 

side, there was strife, and on the other side, the birth of a 

baby by her. Later on, some people took them to the 

hospital. However, he did not reach them and continued to 

roar in front of them [13].’ 

It is a quick and harsh aftermath, the actor plunging them 

into the stony, impersonal system of law. ‘The case is filed, 

and Arran is arrested.’ Hence, this is quite a different stage 

from a troubled marital life to legal accountability in public. 

The accused, Arran, the ideal doctor and the caring husband, 

thus becomes the one who is to answer for his wrongdoing. 

Accompanied by the news of his release "on bail’, the news 

does not stop the ‘tragic breach of trust’ from happening; the 

rupture remains intact, and the breakthrough in exploiting 

the deepest pain of the human soul, and here, in turn, Abby, 

physically and emotionally hurt, becomes estranged and 

goes to stay with her parents. It is not just a mere change of 

address but a significant step in her denial of living in such 

an environment any longer. Moreover, the seriousness of the 

matter is underscored by the filing of ‘some other cases 

against her husband’, suggesting her more comprehensive 

legal pursuit for justice and security. The fights in court 

don`t concern divorce only, but also those along with 

accountability, security, and an individual's fundamental 

rights in marriage.  

The story at this juncture decrees a descent to the gutter, the 

point of ‘Now there is no chance of compromise’. Here, the 

law, the violence, and the child's birth combine to build a 

barrier that is unpenetrable between the couple. The 

emotional rift hardens into a legal chasm, which at first 

glance seems to be unbridgeable. Still, in acknowledgement 

of the convoluted, oftentimes conflicting nature of human 

feelings and social pressure, Arran, in spite of the ongoing 
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legal battle and the absence of a chance for reconciliation, 

strives to get lost in the past without it weighing down on 

him. He, thereby, makes way for a fresh start with new light 

at the end of a dark tunnel, and probably for this reason, 

drops his bitterness and hooks on to the dictum of a new life 

with Dolly. Turning from ‘reach a temple to solemnise’ their 

own new marriage to a doubt-ridden continuation of his 

marital problems, he misses out on or chooses to dismiss 

moral and legal issues that are related to his current 

situation. 

This second marriage, nevertheless, fails in a tragic way. 

‘Abby knows about it, so she files a case, and both of them 

are arrested just when he was to stick the holy vermilion on 

Dolly's forehead.’ This scene may be the most dramatic and 

one of the most publicly humiliating moments for Arran is 

the longest reach of the law and the unresolved grudge 

against Abby this time by far. The public show of an arrest 

at the very intersection of a new union magnifies the 

seriousness of their unresolved issues and the social 

connotations of their actions. This is a moment, not just for 

Arran and Dolly, but for the entire concept of a solution, 

that is left here in a state of despair by the characters. The 

novelist says: 

‘When the case was registered police went toward the spot; 

when Arran was about to put the holy vermilion on the 

forehead of Dolly, they reached that place and they were 

arrested for contravention of the Hindu Marriage Act in 

which there was a provision that it was illegal to marry if the 

wife was alive or husband was not a legal divorcee [14].’ 

The passage of ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is a turning point in 

the novel for its moral and societal implications. It quite 

frankly shows the suspicion as a destructive power, the 

tragedy of domestic violence, the harsh truth of legal 

consequences, and the societal changes that come with 

marriage and separation. It provides the readers with the 

human side of the pain experienced by the people involved, 

even Arran in his wretchedness, all the time maintaining the 

position that the narrative condemns abuse and promotes the 

cause of justice. This work's bravery in showing these raw, 

confused, and painful situations makes it extremely 

interesting and relevant, and also a very deep commentary 

on the lack of trust and the slow and difficult journey 

towards any kind of solution, if it is even attainable. 

 

The Despair and the Dawn of Transformation: Art, 

Music, and the Search for Self 

The story of ‘Now, Forever Yours’ goes from the 

humiliating temple arrest to a long and deep despair, but it is 

from this very darkness that some profound personal 

transformations come into view. Arran has been released at 

last, but the sense of gloom that permeates his mood is still 

stronger than his freedom. His existence has been ruined; his 

wife has left him, his name is bad, and his time to come 

looks bleak. Meanwhile, Abby’s geared up to take the case 

to court and has already scored her first legal wins, yet she’s 

still caught in a thick, grey fog of grief. A court victory can’t 

mend the raw ache of losing her marriage, the shock of a 

baby arriving too soon, or the sting of love that curdled 

overnight. The case looks like a dead end in which both 

sides suffer, and ‘there is no way of reaching a 

compromise’, seems to be the underlying theme of their 

lives. Even the actions of ‘arbitrators’, who, with good 

intentions, try to intervene in the family affairs, prove that 

the feud is so deeply rooted in the characters that they are 

emotionally so tired, and this is the reason why immediate 

reconciliation is impossible. 

The novel, exhausted of all regular means to a solution, 

oddly enough decides to treat its main characters with a new 

and very human way through life, showing them different 

and unexpected ways of self-discovery and, furthermore, 

creative expression. Arran, overwhelmed with disease – a 

physical representation, maybe, of his deep emotional and 

mental upheaval – gets a really intriguing medical 

suggestion: ‘Doctors advise him to remain aloof.’ Even 

though at first glance the advice seems very modest, it really 

talks about a necessity for isolation, meditation, and a 

complete change of mood and activity. Arran reacts to that 

advice with a stroke of genius and a very uplifting spirit: 

‘So, he is admitted to a painting course.’ This move is 

absolutely fabulous. The artist in him may have hardly ever 

gotten so far with such a scientific, medical, and research 

professional world, until now, when Arran makes an about-

turn from this logical to the artistic, intuitive and mysterious 

realm of art. This is not a mere pastime for him anymore; 

painting becomes his impassioned therapeutic outlet to 

express his trauma, rage, and distress-type thoughts. 

Consequently, through the painstaking work of colour-

mixing, figure-creating, and converting his inner turbulence 

to canvas, Arran finds more depth to his voice – something 

he might have been oblivious to before. In an excellent way, 

the novel captures this transition from suffering to healing 

through art: ‘Doing it, he becomes a national-level painter. 

People regard him as a great painter like Picasso. He has 

several awards for painting.’ This great milestone is not only 

about his natural ability, but a major testament to the 

empowering aspect of art. It clearly marks the comeback of 

his identity as he moves from being a disrespected husband 

to a celebrated artist. The likening to Picasso – a master of 

art innovation and emotional expressiveness – emphasises 

the enormity of his change as well as the depth of 

recognition he gets. The art becomes his escape, his 

acceptance, and finally, his vindication in front of the public 

eye. The novelist says: 

‘His painting was liked by people and they admired him. 

They said that his painting was sort of the same as that of 

Picasso. So, some people began to call him ‘Picasso II'. He 

became famous for his paintings, and he said that he would 

donate the last breath of his life to painting. He also painted 

his nostalgia and strife, but he did not comment on the issue 

of strife [15].’ 

In a similar yet different, equally captivating storyline, Abby 

sets forward on her own monad journey into the realm of the 

self and healing. ‘On the other hand, Abby takes admission 

to a music course.’ Similar to Arran becoming a painter, 

Abby gets over her pain and suffering by embarking on 

music. There is truth in saying that music is the only means 

of expression left when nothing else can capture the 

inexpressible. Through music, she gives way to grief, rage, 

and yearning. Lyrics, scales, and beats become the medium 

through which she ‘exposes’ her ‘silence’ and turns personal 

suffering into one shared by others in the form of artistic 

expression. Her staying power and enthusiasm for what 

could have ended up being an insignificant talent is clear, 

and so that talent, with nurture, will bloom greatly: ‘She 

does the course and becomes a national-level musician. She 

releases several albums and participates in several 

programmes held by All India Radio.’ Abby, as a musician, 

is not only a statement of willpower and stamina but also a 
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very strong message about the amount of control she 

manages to reacquire. Instead of being a depressed person, 

she has turned to an artist, a creator, through whose gift and 

imagination she can change and inspire other people. 

Besides being deeply involved in national projects and 

releasing albums, it indicates how far she is going and 

getting out of being an unknown artist like Arran. 

‘She only then became a national singer after several years. 

She sang many folk song lyrics in many radio studios of All 

India Radio. She also won several national-level awards. As 

soon as she uttered those words the folk songs had 

superseded her Indian Culture and Civilization making her 

then the most beautiful daughter of the Indian Culture and 

Civilization, not only a biological daughter of Lara and 

Doran [16].’ 

‘Now, Forever Yours’ is amazing in this part, showcasing a 

very different way of life, mending and growing up as one 

family, dealing with the common tragedy, but still showing 

the same tragedy from a different perspective. On top of 

that, it conveys the sense of a moral and humane principle, 

that although the relationships can be the source of anguish, 

the human soul still retains a staggering ability for revival 

and development, even when left alone. No doubt, they are 

both in a bad place – divorce, father's death, kids' care 

Rights – but this is like a shock therapy and it makes them 

go on parallel trips, turning their lives into a creative and 

personal revelation. Moreover, their own artistic and 

musical work is just not an exhibition of the characters' arc 

development, but a sign of their interior recovery, of their 

rediscovered being through the depth of human potential 

that they are capable of experiencing even in the worst 

situations. 

This atypical narrative idea changes the character of the 

novel to a mere recount of marital breakdown and distance, 

dramatising a big affirmation of the human soul's resilience, 

the healing power of art, and the various ways people re-

make their lives after the disaster, consequently paving the 

way for a surprising yet very natural meeting.  

 

The Unanticipated Encounter: Spirit, Luck, and the 

Awakening Feelings of Reunion 

One of the most beautiful and deep moments of the story, 

‘Now, Forever Yours’, is when Arran and Abby, separately, 

perform their transformations through art and life, only to 

end up crossing paths in a surprising and seemingly 

predetermined way. The remote and different character of 

their attempting and recuperating gradually turns into a 

common spiritual walk, and as a result, they have an 

encounter that goes beyond the ordinary and touches the 

divine. 

Arran, after coming off as the best painter in the country, 

tells the tale of how huge material success brings him 

satisfaction on just one level. The deepest layers of love, 

death, brutality, and salvation are so tightly wrought in the 

novel and at the same time, so very touching in the 

aftermath, that these experiences have quite literally left him 

with no other choice but to plunge further and deeper into 

existential questioning of the sort. ‘Later on, Arran goes for 

spirituality and visits the sanctuary where the holy man 

preaches.’ What he gives up here is the booming, egoistic, 

and commercialised art world, and the life of a peaceful and 

introspective monk is what he is gaining. This implies a 

craving for a more absorbing experience, for a kind of calm 

that goes beyond the ones that come from inside the self and 

forgiveness – both for himself and others. Theologically, it 

is the very words of the holy man that he is continually 

ready to acknowledge his past mistakes, to cultivate 

meekness, and to live by the faith that revolves around 

internal tranquillity and love. Such a religious realisation is 

really a big and praiseworthy switch that makes him from 

someone dominated by emotions and anger to a wise and 

enlightened man. The novelist says: 

‘Arran went there often and carefully listened to his sermons 

and also tried to adjust his workday to his life. Later, he 

became a lifetime member of the newspaper of the 

monastery. He read it daily. So, there was a wide impact of 

spiritual ideas on him, and he moved towards spiritualism 
[17].’ 

Without a doubt, Arran's spiritual adventure is still 

‘unknown to Abby.’ As a national-level musician, she’d 

likely haul her violin case in one hand and, unseen, the 

weight of old memories and an aching emptiness in the 

other. Infidelity must have been just the tip of the iceberg, 

leaving a trail of deep suffering behind. Though the music 

she plays and the life she lives seem impeccable on the 

outside, the painful divorce and the related trauma must still 

be haunting her. Abby's plunge into Arran's spiritual realm 

is not by meeting him face to face but through a chance 

meeting: ‘She once got a magazine issued by the monastery 

and was greatly influenced by it. This modest mention is a 

huge turn in the storyline. The magazine, which is just a 

printed version of the deep spiritual wisdom that Arran is 

getting, really touches Abby. It indicates a deep craving 

inside her for serenity, for insight, and maybe, for a new 

technique of dealing with those stubborn problems in her 

life. Her mental and emotional bond with the teachings of 

the monastery, through its publication, is very strong. The 

novelist says: 

‘The ideas of spiritualism affected her. Thus, she started 

buying one of its copies per day. She later, as a life member 

of the journal became its reader unwinding each day. In the 

process, she experienced a broad effect and became 

spiritualized. She even started to go to the monastery to 

attend the preaching of the saint [18].’ 

Thanks to Abby's strong influence, she became ‘a regular 

customer’ of the monastery’s philosophy, and finally, she 

made the courageous decision to ‘begin to visit there.’ The 

significance of this action can be looked at from more than 

one angle. It shows not only a huge inward change in Abby, 

but also reflects the transformation of her external relations. 

At first, the woman who dealt with her problems solely 

through the legal system has now become one who looks for 

comfort and truth through spiritual ways. Also, 

unknowingly, her being at the same place spiritually as 

Arran. The monastery is no longer a locus of their conflicts 

but a sanctuary where the commonalities between them, the 

shared pains and spiritual wisdom, can begin to mend, not 

by direct healing, but by healing through the other's 

experience. 

Abby's visits led her eventually to ‘narrate her problems to 

the saint.’ This scene is very human and virtuous. It is not 

only brave but also very exposing to confess one's pain, 

grievances, and sufferings to a spiritual guide. The saint, an 

embodiment of wisdom and love, is a major support in the 

restoration of the body. Consequently, Abby is allowed to 

reexamine her problems, to consider the possibility of 

forgiveness and gradually release the resentment that has 

been there for a considerable time. Truly, the saint's advice, 
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combined with the spiritual tenets that she has internalised, 

is made into a powerful tool of transformation. 

The modification in Abby's demeanour that is more of an 

intimate and spiritual nature, and not so much a change in 

behaviour, is carefully observed. ‘Arbitrators know the 

change in her attitude.’ Those same arbitrators, who were at 

the centre of drama and had the capacity to see everything 

going wrong, now witness the change in Abby, that is, a 

softer heart and a readiness to view things from another 

angle. This acknowledgement is very important since it 

recognises the power of her spirituality. It is an indication 

that the situation has changed, that the once ‘no chance of 

compromise’ is now becoming a possibility, surprisingly. 

‘So, they discuss it and Abby becomes ready to 

compromise.’ The statement marks a historical moment. It is 

expressed as a person with faith and strong character, not 

one of defeat or giving up, which is the case if attributed to 

spiritual and personal growth and also the reassessment of 

what really matters. 

The arbitrators, sensing the opportune moment, then 

disclose this fantastic news to Arran, who is presently very 

soaked in his spiritual path. His reaction, ‘who said they 

would respond next Sunday’, shows that he still holds the 

spiritual advice he gets in high esteem, to which he does not 

act straight away, but rather asks his saint for advice. ‘He 

takes the saint's advice, who suggests that he do so. The 

guidance of the saint is the last, soft push, showing that the 

way ahead is a healing one and also bringing the person 

back to the group. Arran's growth into the depths of moral 

and spiritual values is highlighted in this instance. His 

choice is no longer characterised by ego, wrath, or transient 

feelings, but enlightened imperatives and a purified heart 

take the forefront. 

 

With the approval of the saint, Arran makes his big 

decision: ‘He acts according to his advice and, accepting 

Abby forever, the next full moon day sends back the call to 

hold on to her and not let go.’ The symmetry of this reply is 

exemplary. The full moon, a symbol of perfection, clarity, 

and perpetual rebirth, very well depicts the essence of their 

new encounter. It is not just a going back to the past but a 

coming together of their separate paths, a full circle that is 

lit by the spiritual insight and mature love. The promise to 

hug Abby ‘forever’ is not only the title of the novel and the 

initial intense love of their youth, but also the one that is 

now fortified by wisdom, endurance, and the deep 

understanding of true lasting love. ‘Upon learning it, Abby 

becomes very happy and sends a message to Arran.’ The 

opening for dialogue after so many years of separation and 

litigation is quite heartwarming. The final veil has been 

lifted, and the direct reach to the renewed hope and love is 

what it stands for. The novel is very clear to point out that 

this reconciliation is not hasty nor easily attained; it is the 

apex of suffering, individual development, and a profound 

spiritual meeting over the years, thus, all the more touching 

and earned. The novelist says: 

‘Abby arrives at the court with her parents in an unusual 

manner. She prayed before the judgement to pass an order to 

live together. She also filed a self-signed bond to hand over 

to Arran. Her parents also requested the court for the same 
[19].’ 

 

The Crescendo of Reunion: Redemption, Poetic Vows, 

and Forever Yours: The turning point of ‘Now, Forever 

Yours’ is neither a noisy conflict, nor a spectacular impact, 

but a silent, deep and thorough exploration of reconciliation 

as shown through verses which are the end of their long and 

hard travel. Abby produces a letter to Arran, not only an act 

of simple acceptance but a potent portrayal of faith, 

endurance, and the never-dying flame of love that is very 

seldom found, an experience that surpasses happiness, 

which is the mother of all other feelings. 

This is an excellent showcase of the moral and humane 

aspect of writing, a clear indication that true forgiveness and 

reconciliation are not achieved through forgetting the past 

but by conquering it. Love, when it is subjected to such 

trials and purified, will not only be able to survive, but it 

will also be stronger, more profound, and more mature. 

Through the characters' adventure, the author navigates the 

terrain of present-day tangled relationships, throws in the 

fire of the forbidden libido, and then, in the end, turns to the 

very forces that free us: self-discovery, art, spirituality, and, 

finally, forgiveness.  

 

The Enduring Legacy: Why ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is a 

Literary Phenomenon’ 

‘Now, Forever Yours’ is not just a poignant narration of 

love and marriage, but also a notable piece of art that 

deserves to be called a must-read, and favourite novel. This 

work of fiction is marked by its unique storytelling, 

empathetic perspective, and strong moral principles, which 

make it a distinguished work among modern literature and 

attract the readership of those reflective types. 

 

Unique Narrative Architecture and Organic Plot 

With regards to the novel history, the author cannot really 

classify it as one thing or another, but rather she states that it 

has the character development of one of Gaston Leroux’s 

works, the social critique aspect of one of Fitzgerald’s 

novels, and the emotional depth of a Tracy Chevalier book, 

all combined in one without losing its individuality. The 

descriptor ‘organic’ used for the plot of the novel really 

gives the audience a feeling of the actuality of the 

characters' lives, that these characters behave in very human, 

even sometimes immoral, ways, and, as a result, their 

narrative is brought forward rather than being controlled by 

a rigid structure. The progression from ardent youthful love 

affair to raging domestic fall-out and eventually to mature, 

graceful, and spiritual reconciliation is done with great care, 

proof that divorce is not beyond repair through self-

development and grace from another. It is a bold choice to 

have them separate for their individual artistic and spiritual 

journey, implying that the real togetherness is the one based 

on prior, thorough knowledge of oneself. Hence, the novel 

has not only the couple's relationship but their personal 

quests for purpose and healing, which are so deep and are 

brought in. 

 

Humane and Moral Core  

One of the main virtues of ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is that it is 

a profoundly human work. The book doesn't mask the 

ugliness of human nature – suspicion, violence, and court 

battles – but it shows them through a caring lens, 

considering the characters' motives and consequences 

without giving them a pass. Arran and Abby, the 

protagonists, aren't perfect; they are imperfect, susceptible, 

and to be both great love and great pain. In their 

wanderings, the authors remind us that humans are capable 
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of making mistakes, enduring, forgiving and being 

redeemed in the end. The ethical centre of the narrative is 

noticeable in the acknowledgement of the results, the tough 

routes to recovery, and the final victory of such virtues as 

patience, empathy, and spiritual wisdom. It is a story that 

gives courage to self-improvement and the quest for inner 

peace as the basis for the outer world to be at peace. 

 

Engaging, Virtuous, and Socially Relevant 

To engage a reader, the novel not only masterfully handles 

its downside of despair but also brilliantly unfolds its classic 

thematic fabric of love, sex, and marriage in a refreshing 

way, as it were, by plunging into their intricacies rather than 

tangential ones. The novel goes even further by serving as 

an excellent incisive social commentary on various 

phenomena surrounding the domestic institution, namely the 

couples' issues of pressure and conflicts being the leading 

destructive agents and, furthermore, the legalisation and the 

societal structures around the whole marriage and divorce 

affair. 

By conveying the total disintegration of a relationship and 

its following, somewhat unexpected recovery, ‘Now, 

Forever Yours’ grants deep, new understandings of the 

perseverance of marriage, the societal position of judges, as 

well as the quite underestimated healing aspects of arts and 

spirituality practice. It supports going the extra mile for 

becoming one again, no matter how difficult or even 

impossible it might seem, thus making it a very pertinent 

and motivating book for today's audience dealing with 

similar situations. 

 

Heart-Touching 

The melodramatic story of Arran and Abby is chapterwise 

constructed in a way that it can touch the hearts of readers 

on a very personal level. In the novel, every feeling is 

brought to life in a very engaging and truthful manner, from 

the spark that signifies first love to the slow death scene of 

parting and the peaceful happiness of getting back together. 

One of the things that the reader will get from the reading of 

the ultimate dialogues in letters, which are at once artistic 

and profound, is the induction into the so-called tears of joy 

and sympathy and the reaffirmation of love's victorious 

power that stays with them. These authors have gone against 

the grain of typical romantic novels by not 'favourably' 

ending their story, but rather letting it become an 

emotionally powerful and really cathartic one by 

exchanging mutual change and learning from the past. The 

novel never ceases to emphasise that loving, though being 

scuffed and torn, is still very much the thing to do and that 

there is no better way than to say ‘Now, Forever Yours’. 

The novelist writes:  

‘Now, there is a total change in my spirit and I want to 

spend the entire part of my life with Arran forgetting the 

past. So, please, for the sake of my hearty explorations, 

award an order to Arran to accept me just now, and hand 

over my signed bond to Arran entitled, Now, Forever Yours 
[20].’ 

 

Conclusion 

To sum up, ‘Now, Forever Yours’ is a literary juggernaut 

that goes beyond conventional storytelling and renders a 

sweeping panorama of commitment, conflict, and comeback 

– human at its core. It dares its audience members to not 

only skim over another superficial romantic tale but also 

openly explore the complex, often untidy, nature of 

relationships, and ultimately dive into the factors of 

forgiveness, personal growth, and an interminable trust in 

love that is at the crux of those resolutions. Due to its 

combination of striking realness, spirituality, artistic 

exuberance, and a fiery flag of hope, it is not just another 

novel to be put down once finished but rather an 

unforgettable experience, almost like a memory. 

Consequently, it naturally becomes considered for readers’ 

core; moreover, the artist's gratitude towards his readers 

goes to the next level. Once again, the novel reaffirms its 

message that the ‘tides and gales’, as disheartening as they 

can be, are still never the end, as ‘the immortal face as a 

star’ shall be our only guiding light. Thus, Forever Yours’ 

obviously supports the philosophic verses of Kabir. Kabir's 

says:  

 

‘प्रेम न बारी उपजे, प्रेम न हाट बबकाए’ [21] 

 

(Translation: Love does not grow in a garden or field, nor 

can it be bought in the market.)  

These verses mean that love is the greatest treasure in the 

world, a pure and unconditional love that does not come 

from the efforts made or from money. One needs total faith 

and helplessness, a readiness to give oneself fully, whether 

one be a king or a common man, if love is to be true and 

everlasting. 
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